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- Tegislative Assembly

Friday, the 3rd December, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chalr at 11.00 am., and read prayers.

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

MR. MENSAROS (Floreat) [11.03 am.]:
I do not think it is even necessary for me
Yo invoke the customary expression of co-
operaticn in connection with this Bill
wtwhich bas the full support of the Opposi-
1010,

For the benefit of members the position,
a5 the Minister explained, is that when the
Child Weliare Act was amended in 1568
section 120 was reworded. Amongst other
things this section contains the jurisdiction
of the court. When 1t was reworded in
1968 the sectlon read that a court had ex-
clasive jurisdiction to hear and determine
a conllplaint of an offence brought against
& child.

In the opinion of one of the justices in
the Supreme Court this wording apparently
means that, because a child is defined in
the Act as a boy or girl who Is, or appears
to be, under the age of 18, a child would
have to be under the age of 18 when ap-
pearing in court on a charge brought
against that child. There Is probably not
much to oquarrel with in the justice's
opinion.

On the other hand, before the 1968
amendment—and, indeed, ever sinee in the
practice of the court—because of the ‘in-
tention of the legislation it was acknow-
ledged that every alleged offence commit-
ted by a child should come under the juris-
diction of the Children’s Court even if the
proceedings took place after the child
reached the age of 18 years. However,
according to the tnterpretation of the pro-
vision in the Act someone over the age of
12 was no longer deemed to be a child, and
if the ecomplaint was brought against the
child having passed 18, the Children's
Court could not handle the case.

As I have said, the magistrates in the
Children’s Court did not look too closely
at the new wording and have upheld the
previous usage in that they have dealt
with cases where the person is past the
age of 18, provided the offence was com-
mitted by a child under the age of 18. As
a result of one judgment by a Supreme
Court judge which, as I have sald, Is prob-
ably correct in law there is a necessity to
amend the Act. Consequently the old word-
ing will virtually be returned to the legis-
lation through the proposed amendment.
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It means that the court will have exclusive
jurisdietion to hear and determine a com-
plaini of an offence alleged to have been
committed by a child.

To make clear the intentions of the legis-
lation to the Child Welfare Department, and
anyone else who deals with delinquent
children, a further provision in the amend-
ing Bill makes it absolutely clear the Child-
ren's Court jurisdiction shall apply to a
person beyond the age of 18 years so long
as the offence was commlitted and the
apprehension made before a child reached
the age of 18 years. We have no objection
to the measyre; in fact we welcome 1 and
I commmenad it to the House.

MRE. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Attorney-General) (1107 am.]: I thank
the member for Floreat for his clear
enunciation of the sole principle of this
Bill. 1 also thank him for his support and,
with that support, I commend the Bill to
the House having already moved that it
be read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Commitiee, etc,

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.
T. D. Evans (Attorney-General), and
passzed.

ALUMINA REFINERY (MITCHELL
PLATEAU) AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed Ifrom the 2nd Decem-
ber.

MR, COURT (Nedlands—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) 111.10 am.J: The
Opposition raises no objection to this Bill.
I do not even raise the normal bleat ahout
the lateness of the session because I well
know the predicaments which ecan arise
from time to time. I would be hyper-
eritical if I made an issue of that.

The Minister explained to the House the
technical problem which arose relating to
the Mitchell Plateau project. It is
identical with the problem which con-
fronted us with the Robe River project.
On that occasion had we not taken emer-
gency action with the co-operation of the
Opposition towards the end of a session
we could have imperilled the project or
delayed its commencement. This is a
typical case where delay could occur if a
machinery agreement is not dealt with
quickly. Perhaps even the project could
be imperilled.



828

I would like to make it clear that I have
not had a chance to check the detalied
changes in the wording of the new agree-
ment. However, the Minister has ex-
plained that they are purely machinery
alterations, changing dates for the special
circumstances in the new agreement.

It is important that the House under-
stands there are forces outside those
normally within the control of the State
which are able to dictate to us. One
problem is the Reserve Bank provision for
overseas funds being invested In this
country, and in particular the Banking
{Foreign Exchange) Regulations.

Having made it clear that we on this side
of the House support the Bill and raise
no cbjection to its introduction, may I pay
a. tribute to the company concerned? 1
understand the Minister saw the Amax
people whent he was abroad recently, and
no doubt he met Mr. Ian McGregor. I
think it is as well for Parliament occasion-
slly to pause and refleet on some of the
problems which beset these developers.

This project is of vital impottance to
the development of the Kimberley region.
I belleve the overall impact on the de-
velopment of the Kimberley region will he
even more Important than the establish-
ment of the alumina refinery. We are
fortunate the company involved is headed
by a man like Mr. Ian McGregor, who is
very anxlous to generate a multiplicity of
activities so that the people will not he
dependent on one company from the start.
I do not know the progress the company
has made in the study of agricultural pur-
suits, fishing pursuits, and forestry pur-
suits. However, the fact that it was pre-
pared to do this work is a credit to it.

Mr. McGregor has shown tremendous
persistance and courage in overcoming the
difficulties which appeared to beset the
project due to the lack of Australian in-
terest. Australians today often complain
abcui the inability to participate in Aus-
tralian developments. However, when one
attempts {o put their nose to the grindstone
on something more difficult than usual,
they back away. The Minister made it
aquite clear, as did the previous Govern-
ment, that if Australlans did not want to
participate in this venture the project
should still proceed. The important thing
is, the chance to participate was there.

I would like to add that Mr. McGregor
is the person whe has tried to retain and
develop the interest of the consortium to
produce steel on a large scale In Western
Australla. Having regard for all these
things, it is desirable we should make ref-
erence to and acknowledge our understand-
ing of his interest in the difficuities the
company has faced. I have no further
comment to make. I support the Bill.

© Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

(ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

ME. GRAHAM (Balcatta—Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [11.18
am.]l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

I wish to acknowledge the co-operation of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
allowing this Bill to be passed at such
short notice. I would further add that I
agree wholeheartedly with his remarks re-
garding the efforts of the company, not
only in respect of this project but also of
its activities assoclated with other contem-
plated major works in this State.

The only other comment I would make
1s that In comparatively recent tlmes we
have seen an awareness on the part of the
venturers of the difficulties associated with
such undertakings in isolated spots, If
employees are to be attracted and retained
it ts absolutely essential that normal facili-
ties and amenities be provided os far as
possible, If such facllities are not pro-
vided there will be either no labour avail-
able or a rapid turnover, which of course
would be anything but satisfactory,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council. :

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd December.

MR. THOMPSON (Darling Range)
[11.20 am.]: Today I want to address
myself to the circumstances surrounding
the controversial aspects of two matters
and the blame that has ben placed on
the Government in relation to them.
Firstly 1 refer to the Yundurup canals
projeet. I do not intend to take up much
of the time of the House in dealing with
this topic because it was dealt with at
length last night, and I take this opor-
tunity to congratulate the member for
Floreat on the excellent speech he made
on this subject.

It is true that anyone who seeks to
develop land in this day and age meets
certain problems along the way. After he
enters into negotiations he has to apply
to. the various authorities to obtain per-
mits and so on. He then has to organise
his finance and complete his detailed plan-
ning to get the projeet urder way. .
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PFrom the time a project is started until
it is completed a great deal of time elaps-
es and many hurdles have to be over-
come. Every developer who enters one of
‘these projects knows full well the many
problems he is likely to encounter.

Mr, O'Connor: And the risk.

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes, and the risk.
‘Three years ago I purchased a house that
had heen huilt for some four or five years
at the corner of King William Street and
Guildford Road, Bayswater. The house was
situated on several acres of land which
was swampy and low lying. Obviously in
its existing state it was of no value to
anybody. So a company was formed with
the idea of draining and reclaiming the
land for the purpose of building a motel
and a number of flats.

Obviously, the house erected on the site
had to be removed. I tendered for the
house and was successful in my tender,
following which I removed the building
and rebuilt it on another site. Because I
had purchased that house I have had an
interest in the land on which it was pre-
viously erected. The development of it
started but nothing has been done for the
last two or three years. In fact, a con-
siderable sum of money was spent by the
developers on draining it. They put drag-
lines in and commenced to install a sophis-
ticated draining system, but that is as
far as they have gone. The developers
spent thousands of dollars on that site,
but it remains desolate to this day. It is
obvious that somewhere along the line some
of the negotiations broke down and the
developers are unable to proceed.

Mr. O'Connor: Perhaps they can get a
guarantee from the Government.

Mr. THOMPSON: Perhaps they could.
I would ask the Premier what his attitude
would be towards granting assistance for
that sort of development. Obviously a,
Government authority, in some way, has
Placed a block in the negotiations that
were entered into to develop the land.

I relate that incident to what is hap-
pening at Yundurup. That was a project
conceived by some people who wanted
to make some money for themselves—
they were not doing it for the good of
the community—so they negotiated to
obtain finance and then negotiated with
the previous Government and agreed to
comply with all the requirements and
conditions they had to observe to develop
the projeet, and it went ahead.

We were told by the Premier that be-
cause of additional conditions imposed,
on the developers by the previous Govern-
ment the project became no longer viable,
and s¢ the present Government feels it is
obliged to guarantee a loan of $1,750,000
for the project that is not designed to
provide one house for the average man.
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I heard you say that
they were told by the Premier. Will you tell
me who was told and when?

Mr. THOMPSON: The fact that the
guarantee was given would lead me to
believe that someone with at least the
Premier's authority had given the gua-
rantee.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: But you said that the
people engaged in this project were told
by the then Premier that the project was
no longer viable,

Mr. THOMPSON: If I said that it was
not what 1 meant to say. The project
had been submitted to the various depart-
ments and a commencement was made. It
appears ihe developers now say that other
conditions and restrictions were imposed
upon them. That is probably so, but that
happens in many instances. That is why
I cited the example of the project at
Bayswater as a parallel to the Yundurup
project. Developers, in their desire to
make money, are prepared to take ceriain
risks and if some of their plans go awry
they have to accept that.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That was not the situa-
tion in this case. Surely an organisation
intending to proceed with a project is en-
titled to negotiate finance on the basls of
the terms of an agreement accepted. If,
a considerable time later, additional con-
ditions are imposed, that is a different
situation altogether.

Mr. Rushton: That is not the situation
now,

Mr. THOMFPSON:
monstrated that
were imposed,

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: It will be.

Mr. THOMPSON: I would like to hear
what the Premier has to say on this.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You will hear all right!

Mr, THOMPSON: The community at
large would like to hear it. I would like
to be a fly on the wall at the next meeting
of the ALP. Executive, hecause if the
executive considers this project to be in
the interests of the working man I will
go “tigegy.” I can hardly see how a highly
speculative land deal such as this can be
regarded by the rank and file members of
the Labor Party as a project for which
finance can be guaranteed by the State.
That is my concern in this matter.

Mr. Graham: It will be the first time
you have been concerned for the worker.

Mr. O'Connor: Your first time has yet
to come.

Mr. THOMPSON: 1 hope the Deputy
Premier and I sit long enough in this
House so0 that he will hear me express my
deep concern for the working man. I have
never had a silver spoon in my mouth,
because I have been a working man. I
have g deep concern for the man in the

street; the man who earns his living with
his hands.

Tt has not been de-
additional conditions
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. Mr. Graham: Your political philosophy
somewhat belies that.

Mr. THOMPSON: That may be the
opinion of the Deputy Premier, but it is
not a fact. I have already said that I
applaud the attitude of the member for
Floreat towards environmental protection
in the area in which this development
project is situated. The beauty that existed
and attracted people to that place will no
longer exist after this enterprise has com-
pleted its development. For that reason
I would like to see the area remain in its
natural state. We have few places of
beauty in Western Australia, and the
¥Yundurup area is one of them. I think
future generations of Western Austiralians
will be the poorer because of the present
development, and beecause of similar de-
velepments that will occur in the future.

Although there is no question that we
desire to have and need industry established
in this State, I do not think we should
desecrate a place such as Yundurup for
the sele purpase of providing land on which
rich people can build holiday homes; and
in this instance it is highly possible that
these home sites will be provided at some
expense to the State and the ordinary tax-
payer.

Mr, Graham: But if it is to be dese-
crated approval for that desecration was
given by the Liberal Government.

Mr. THOMPSON: I said earlier I do not
hold with the concept of its being de-
veloped at all, and I do not entirely con-
done the actions of the previous Govern-
ment. I go along with the member for
Floreat. It was interesting last night to
hear the Premier on this point. First of
all he accused the member for Floreat of
being mute and not saying anything about
it, but a few minutes later he said it was
people like the member for Floreat who
were responsible for these added restric-
tions. Was the member for Floreat doing
anything about it, or was he not? 1 be-
lieve he was, and in a very direct way.

Mr. Jamieson: He was doing it quietly
and in a very different way from the way
he is kicking up a row now.

Mr. Court: Not so quietly,

Mr. THOMPSON: Perhaps if the Minis-
ter had been one of the Ministers at that
time he would not think that the member
for Floreat was not doing something about
it. I believe his actions on this project
were consistent right through.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: We will see as we
g0 on.

Mr. THOMPSON: I will conclude this
segment of my speech by emphasising my
deep concern about the fact that the
Government has underwritten a highly-
speculative land deal which is designed to
enable some people to make some money,
and in so doing provide sites for holiday
homes, not for ordinary people—because
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ordinary people cannot pay $10,000 for a
block of land on which to build 2 holiday
home—but for rich people.

Mr. Graham: Under your Government
a worker had very little option but to pay
almost as much as that for land on which
to build his home; not a holiday home.

Mr. THOMPSON: The second topic on
which I wish to touch today is one about
which members may have heard me speak
before; that is, the power lines in the
Darling Range. '

Mr. Graham: How surprising!

Mr. THOMPSON: It was of interest to
me to read the comments expressed by the
Premier in yesterday’'s political notes,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: T am flattered to think
vou read them.

Mr. THOMPSON: I do¢ indeed and I
should imagine anyone with any interest.
in polities would read them, Of course,
how many of the average public read them
is prebably debatable. However, those
notes are a means by which the political
leaders ean express their points of view
and they are available to people who wish
to reag¢ them,

As I was saying, yesterday’s notes made
very interesting reading and I am pleased
the Premier devoted the whole of the
space available to him to this topic; but
it was strange reading. He tried to pin
the blame for the decision on the previous
Government,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Not the blame; the
responsibility.

Mr. THOMFPSON: Did the Premler sug-
gest the previous Government did nothing
about this before the 20th February?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Ne.

Mr. THOMPSON: Well, it was implied
in the political notes.
Mr, Jamieson: What did they do?

Mr. THOMPSON: They implied that
the previous Governinent did not make
a decision or do anything about arriving
at a decision before the election.

Mr. Jamieson: I am asking you what
the previous Government did.

Mr. THOMPSON: I will tell the Minis-
ter. The State Electricity Commission had
carried out investigations with the shires
through whose areas the lines were pro-
posed to go; and it must be remembered
that the commission is the Government's
arm in this matter., ‘The Shire of Kala-
munda and all the other shires accepted
that the lines would go east of the escarp-
ment. It was not until the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority was asked by
the commission for an opinion that there
was any serious suggestion that the lines
would pass between the city and the
escarpment.

Mr. Jamieson: I think there was.
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Mr. THOMPSON: No serious suggestion.
‘Other routes were examined, there was no
question about that, but no serious sugges-
tion was made or consideration given it
because the shires were quite adamant that
the lines should not go between the city
and the escarpment. It was considered
they would go east of the escarpment. So
sure was the commission of this that it
constructed a scale model of the project
which was available at the commission's
office for all to see.

I studled it myself but it came as some-
what of a body blow to the people in the
hills when the M.R.P.A. suggested well
before the 20th February that, In its
opinion, the lines should go across the face
of the escarpment.

Mr. Jamieson: The then Minister had
A knowledge of that, of course.

Mr. THOMPSON: I did not hear the
interjection.

Mr. Jamieson: The then Minister knew
of the recommendation of the MR.P.A.

Mr. THOMPSON: Everyone did. It was
published in the Press and that was what
put people into orbit.

Mr. Jamieson: The then Minister had
knowledge of it.

Mr. THOMPSON: That is right.
Mr. Bickerton: You are in orbit.
Mr, Jamleson: What action did he take?

Mr. THOMPSON: It was implied by the
Premier in his pelitical notes yesterday
that the previous Government did nothing
in connection with the decislon on the
proposed power lines. Bless my soul, I was
the Liberal candidate for Darling Range
and I nearly fell over when I realised this
was on the drawing board. It was of
great ¢oncern tc me.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What did you do about
it?

Mr. THOMPSON: What did I do about
it? Ask the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Leader of the Oppositicn, and
other members of the previous Cabinet.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: There is no record
of your having done anything.

Mr, Court: Here we go again.

Mr. THOMPSON: Does the Premler
deny that an undertaking was given by
the previous Premier at a meeting in Kala-
munda on the 9th January that no de-
cision would be made until—

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Until after the election.

Mr. Court: Wait a minute. Let him
finish.

‘Mr. Graham: Until after the election.

Mr. THOMPSON: A clear and unguali-
fied undertaking was given that the project
would be submitted to the body to be estab-
iished under the environmental protection
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legisiation, and that no declsion would be
made until after the matter had been aired
before that authority.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That doesn't surprise
me. That was not the first decision your
Gavernment deferred untll after the elec-
tion.

Mr. THOMPSCN: It was not deferred
until after the election.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Of course it was.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Genecral Manager
of the State Electricity Commission ssaid
he appreciated the hostillty being ex-
pressed by the pecople of the area and that
no declsion would be made on the routes
until—

Mr. Graham: Untll after the election.

Mr. THOMPSON: —after the commis-
sion had costed both routes and looked at
all aspects. ’

Mr. Graham: Until after the election.
Talk about a chicken Government! Every
big issue was put under the carpet.

Mr. Court: Twelve years of the greatest
prosperity this State ever knew!

Mr. Jamieson: You were lucky you didn't
come In behind the Liberal Government.
Several members interjected. '

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, THOMPSON: I would llke {o hear
the interjeotion of the Minister for Works.

Mr. Jamieson: You are only lucky you
didn't come in behind {he Liberal Govern-
ment. You would not have been allowed
to do this.

Mr, THOMPSON: If I had, so strongly
do I feel about this that if the situation
was as It is now, It would come down!

Mr. Jamieson: ¥You would be a good
comedian.

Mr. Court: He is heing factual.

Mr. Jamleson: You sit in the corner like
Jack Horner.

Mr. THOMPSON: I am here to represent
the people.

Mr. Graham: Ycu represent 1140 Hay
Street. .

Mr. THOMPSON: My decislon would
have to be made on whether I sit quiet
and allow something tc cccur in my elec-
torate which will react very badly against
me, or I get up and say what I think
and represent the people who have put me
in this place for that purpose.

Mr. Bickerton: Why do it in the party
room?

Mr. Court: Do not let that type of in-
terjection upset you; this is when you
have them very worried. You have hit
them right—én the quick.

Mr. THOMPSON: They will not upset
me,
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The SPEAKER: If the member for
Darling Range addresses the Chair he
will make more progress.

Mr, Bickerton; I think he is power
drunk.

Mr. THOMPSON: I appeal to the Minis- .

ter for Electricity to take into considera-
tion the point of view of the people who
live in the hills. I put it to him simply:
Criginally two routes were surveyed and
it was said, quite categorically, that the
power lines would either pass along a
five-chain reserve across the face of the
escarpment, or alohg a second five-chain
path through the valleys. There was never
any suggestion that one line would bhe
constructed along each route. The feeling
of the people in the area can be imagined
now that they have been informed that
not only will there he a power line through
the foothills, but also another power line
along the route through the wvalleys.

Mr Jamieson: I would like to judge
their opinions two years after the project
is finished. They will not know the power
lines are there,

Mr. THOMPSON: If I were the ex-
Minister for Electricity I would he in-
clined to soft pedal.

Mr. Jamieson: I have had power lines
through my territory but the member for
Darling Range has not had any experience
with the same situation. That is the differ-
ence.

Mr. THOMPSON: I suggest the ex-Min-
ister soft pedals becaunse if anyone made
a botch of a project, he did, with the
power line proposal.

Mr. Jamieson: Lovely!

Mr. Court: That is why the portfolio
was taken away from him!

Mr. THOMPSON: I was not going to
say that. However, the ex-Minister’s
statements of “bad luck for some people,”
and ‘“these things are majestic” did not
help the situation.

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Darling
Range should ask the people in Tasmania;
they think they are majestic. -

Mr. THOMPSON: I must give the ex-
Minister for Electricity credit for stick-
ing to his point of view. It is obvious
he does not intend to change his mind.

Mr, Jamieson: Mine js 2 genuine point
of view, and has not been influenced by
scare and other such activities.

Mr. May: The member for Darling Range
used expressions such as, “diabolical plots,”
“people will be killed,” and “bloodshed.”
This is the member who got up and said
the Labor Party was a stirring party, and
yet he talks about bloodshed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMPSON: I will refer to the
Minister's interjection concerning blood-
shed. 1 claim the record for petition-pre-
senting in this Parliament in any one
year. )

Mr. May: I think you will keep it for
a while, too.

Mr, Jamieson: I suppose they received.
a5 much attention as any other petition.

Mr. THOMPSON: I suppose that is right.
When one petition was being circulated
in the hills area an Irishwoman whas
asked to sign.

Mr. Court: From the north or the south?

Mr. Jamieson: From bogside or thg
other side?

Mr. THOMPSON: The Irishwoman said
she would not sign the petition because
she did not want to get invelved. She
had just come from a country where:
blood had been spilt and she feared that.
grave trouble would cccur as it did in her
former country over something similar.
That was the statement.

Mr. May: You did not mention “diabolic-
al” and ‘‘desecration'’?

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes,
words.

Mr. Court: Wait until the former Minis-
ter refers to them as *“symphonies in

I used those

steel.”
Mr. Jamieson: Did I say that? I think
I said *‘majestic.”

Mr. THOMPSON: T was not referring to
the power lines as being diabolical. T
believe the decision taken by the Govern-
ment is diabolical, in the light of the
opinion expressed by Dr. O’Brien.

Mr. Bickerton: We will have to call you
“ihe Darling Ranger.”

Mr. Jamieson: I like the “Darling” part!

Mr., May: Do not take that title away
from the mernber for Dale.

Mr. THOMPSON: Dr. O'Brien was ob-
vigusly consulted in this case. In faet, the
decision was delayed long past the point
at which it was expected to be made.

Mr. May: We were waiting on the results
of the Ascot by-election!

Mr. THOMPSON: That is the point I
was to make.

Mr. May: We knew that,

Mr. THOMPSON: It was so obvious that
was the reason,

Mr. May: It had a lot of effect on the
Ascot by-election!

Mr. THOMPSON: The Government had
the Director of Environmental Protection
looking into this matter. A verbal report
was conveyed to Cabinet, and that is not
good enough, in my opinion.

Mr. May:. That is your opinion.
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Mr. THOMPSON: If we are to have a
considered opinion from a person such as
Dr. O'Brien that opinion cannot just be
conveyed by word of mouth. It has to
be a documented report indicating just
what aspects were considered,

That is one point on which the Govern-
ment was remiss. A full report should have
been documented and available to be placed
on the Tabhle of the House so that all
could look aft it.

Mr. Bickerton: If the Minister had agreed
would that have stopped the petitions?

Mr. THOMPSON: It would have taken
a lot of wind out of the argument.

Mr. Bickerton: And out of your sails.

Mr. THOMPSON: 1t would have.

Mr. May: If both lines were constructed
behind the Darling Range escarpment
would the member for Darling Range be
talking on behalf of the Bickley people? I
thiink it is a case of out of sight out of
mind.

Mr. THOMPSON: I still adhere to the
point of view I expressed at the public
meeting at Kalamunda in January, and to
the point of view I expressed in my maiden
speech; in the speech I made when I in-
troduced the motion to this House; and
the speech I made in reply to the motion.
That poini of view is that both lines could
be constructed on the one row of pylons at
the present time.

Mr. May: You are setting yourself up
as an authority.

wr. THOMPSON: No, I am not.
Mr. May: Yes, you are.

Mr. THOMPSON: The opinion I have
expressed has been supported. In fact, it
was not my opinion, but the opinion of an
engineer who has had 16 years’ experience
in the distribution of power in Great
Britain.

Mr. May: That does not make it right.

Mr. Jamiescn: That is the reason he is
WIoneg.

Mr. THOMPSON: Now the ex-Minister
for Electricity is the expert,

Mr. Jamieson: The engineer to whom you
referred got his eXperience in Great
Britain. He did not have to consider bush-
fires every few years.

Mr. THOMPSON: What bushfire danger
will there be in the area if there are no
trees?

Mr. Jamieson: The danger is ionisation.

Mr. May: Once a bushfire started it
would go right through the forest area.

Mr, Jamieson: A bushfire would ionise
the air.

Mr. THOMPSON: That is right, but it
would depend on how close the heat was
to the powerlines.

Mr. May: That is why we are taking no
risks.

Mr. THOMPSON: No risk of fires?

Mr. May: It would be less risky along
the foothills route than through the
valleys.

Mr. THOMPSON: I think there would be
very little difference in it.

Mr. May: I think it is a bit late in the
day far you to talk about it now.

Mr. THOMPSON: Two lines are to be
constructed along two separate routes but
it was only ever considered that both lines
would go along route “A” or route “B.”
The Minister made the poiné ihat it was a
bit late in the day for me to talk about
this maiter. I refer to the Minister a stete-
ment made by the ex-Minister for Elec-
tricity when he spoke to the motion I
moved in thils House. He sald that the
member for Darling Range had nothing to
grizzle about because no decision had been
made. However, now that the declsion has
been made I do have something to grizzle
about because the peopte of this State
have been sold down the drain.

Mr. Jamleson: A few people are worried
about it!

Mr. THOMPSON: It was never stated
either by the commission, or the Govern-
ment, that it was possible two lines would
be constructed along two different roufes.
The pecple in the area are now faced with
the prospect of having two power lines. A
deciston has now been made after a perlod
of slx months, and the people will be upset
about it.

It has been said by the Goverhmeni
that what it propeoses is a compromise,
The Government referred to the reduction
in the helght of the towers as being more
acceptable. It was always known the
helght of the towers would have to be re-
duced in a certain part of that area.

Mr. Jamieson: You are wrong again.

Mr. THOMPSON: It was said by the
representative of the commission at the
meeting at Kalamunda on the Tth Janu-
ary—

Mr. Jamlieson: You are completely wrong
again. If it had been under the fold of
the hills they would have been the same
height all the way through.

Mr. Rushton: He is quoting what was
sald at the meeting. I was there,

Mr. May: Were ycu at the meeting?
Mr. Rushton: Yes, I was.

Mr. May: You evidently do not under-
stand it, either.

Mr. THOMPSON: I show to members a
map put cut by D.C.A. showing the various
clearances. The clearances shown in the
drawing are those above the level pf the
runway at Guitdford Alrport. This map
must be read In assoclation with the con-
tour levels. It appears to be quite clear
to me that the height of the pylons would
need to be reduced, and it appeared to be
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clear to the Minister because in reply te
B question I asked in this House he sajd
the reductlon jn the height of the pylons
was outslde the jurlsdiction of the State
Electricity Commission.

Mr. May: In the new route. In the old
route it did not make any difference.

Mr. THOMPSON: Tell me the difference
between the new foothills route and the
cld foothills route.

Mr. Jamiescn: About half a mile or so.

Mr. THOMPSON: What does that repre-
sent in terms of clearances?

Mr. Jamieson: A lot.
Mr. May: It represents about 60 feet.

Mr. Jamieson: Where they would have
been, if the aeroplanes went intc anything
g:ﬁr would have gone into Gooseberry

1

Mr. THOMFPSON: It was .always con-
sidered the pylons would have to be re-
duced in hejght in part of this area.
Whatever is said on the other slde, that
statement was made at a public meeting
In Kalamunda on the 7th January.

Mr. Jamieson: I would like to know in
what context that statement was made.

Mr. THOMPSON: It was made and it
was confirmed in discussions pecople had
with representatives of the State Elec-
tricity Commission during the time of this
controversy. In addition to this compro-
mise—this reductiopn in the height—we
are told within 10 years the line must be
duplicated across the face of the escarp-
ment, and I can see the reason for it.

Mr. May: It is not going across the face
of the escarpment. What are you talking
about?

Mr. THOMPSON: Is it not? Originally
it was proposed to construct it along about
the 200-foot contour level. If the Minister
knows the Six-way service station—

Mr. May: Yes.

Mr. THOMPSON: It was to go just east
of the Six-way service station, and for
some .reason—whlilst never confirmed by
the commission—it was rumoured it was
to be moved up to Albina Road to the
270-foot contour level.

Mr. May: The 1l40-foot pylons wiil be
here and they are hall a mile away from
where they would have been, Talk fo
some of your committees out there. They
do not go along with what you are saying.

Mr. THOMPSON: Now the line has come
back to just west of the Six-way service
station, and in terms of distance from

the face of the escarpment it is only
yards.
Mr. May: Don't be ridiculous! You are

stepping out.

Mr. THOMPSON: There will be not
only one line across the face of the es-
carpment-—or, let us say, through the
foothills—
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Mr. May; It is even further down than
the foothills. It is on the flats. You had
better go and have a look at them.

Mr. THOMPSON: 1 know where they
are. There will not be only one line ¢n the
flats; in 10 years' time there will be an-
other one, too.

Mr. Jamieson: Probably you will not
have them in your electorate after the
redistribution.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister might
know something more about the redistribu-
tion than I do, but as far as I know both
of them will be in my electorate.

Mr. O'Connor: That sounds ominous.

Mr. Jamieson: It is because of certain
things you put into the Act.

Mr, Court: I respect your judgment on
political matters.

Mr. THOMPSON: To try to soften the
impact of having two lines across the flats,
the Government says within 10 years it
will probably be feasible to put the lines
underground,. What a lot of nonsense!
It will he no more feasible in 10 years
than it is now, and even if it becomes
techinically possible at that time, can it
he imagined that the Government of the
day would find the astronomical sum of
money necessary to put the lines under-
ground when one already existed above
the ground?

Mr. May: Why didn’t you kick up a
row when the Muja power line went
through? This line is taking the exact
route of the Muja power line. What about
when the two television towers went up?
Have you been along the transmission
lines through Coolbellup, Rossmoyne, and
Bentley?

Mr, THOMPSON: Yes, I have. Real
estate agents in those areas have confirmed
that houses along that route are bringing
considerahly reduced prices.

Mr. May: Have you heard about the
latest sales at Rossmoyne?

Mr. THOMPSON: I was speaking about
the price—

Mr. May: The Swan Brewery has just
built a new hotel right underneath an 80-
foot pylon.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Swan Brewery
might like to do such things but I wonder
whether the Minister would llke to buy a
block there. Another aspect must be con-
sidered. When . a power Ilne exists people
can make up their minds whether or not
they want to have it for a nelghbour, but
athers have chosen to suffer some incon-
venience, in many cases, and live in a
part of the metropolitan area that is not
as well serviced as Floreat Park and City
Beach mlght be. They have chosen to
live in those areas because they enjoy the
environment and they llke the area.
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Mr. May: Isn't there desecration of the
environment where you are living?
_Mr. Rushton: Why didn't the Govern-
ment get the environment protection
authority to check {t?

Mr. THOMPSON: The environment pro-
tection body did check it and the verbal
report that was made to the Government
by the director did not favour a line across
the fats.

Mr. May: You are wrong. Read it again.
He did not say that at all

Mr. THOMPSON: He said he favoured a
line to the east of the escarpment.

Mr. May: He did not say he did not
favour ancther one along the front.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister is be-
coming just about as competent In that sort
of argument as the Premler.

Mr. May: 1 am glad.

Mr. Graham: I do not think the member
for Darling Range knows the first thing
about thls,

Mr. THOMPSON: I will quote from the
paper that was tabled in the House at
the request of my good friend the member
for Dale. It reads—

Following an inspection of the pro-
posed route of the 330KV Transmisslon
Line—Kwinana {o Northern Terminal
the Director of Environmental Protec-
tlon submitted his verbal opinion to
the Hon. Minister.

The Hon. Minister’s submission fo
the Hon. Premlier (i Cabinet) con-
tained the following information:—

Dr. O'Brlen is of the opinion
that the second route behind the
ranges is acceptable and believes
that this line should be built initi-
ally. At the same time effort
shouid be made fo survey a route
for the second line in roughly the
same path. However, the General
Manager of the State Electricity
Commisison states that both llnes
must go In simultaneously.

Mr. May: He sald it was acceptable.

Mr. THOMPSON: He did not say he was
against it but if he had been for it he
would have said so.

Mr. May: If it had been a detailed re-
port.

Mr. THOMPSON: That 1s supposition.
The Minister Is supposing things and put-
ting a different interpretation on that let-
ter. :

Mr. May: I belleve that is a clear Indi-
cation of the opinlon and contention of the
Director of Environmental Protection.

Mr. THOMPSON: Does the Minister
agree with the director's decision in that
matter?

Mr. May: Yes. Do you say he was right
in allowing it to gec througn the Siate
forest? :
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Mr. THOMPSON: I believe it will have
(o traverse—

Mr. May: Do you say it was a good de-
cision by the Director of Environmental
Protection to put it through the State
forest?

BMr. THOMPSON: Yes.

Mr. May: Why? Because it will take
it away from the front of your place?

Mr. THOMPSON: Whichever way 1t
goes, I will have one within sight of my
place.

Mr. May: But you did not want {t?

Mr. THOMPSON: [ did not want it.

The SPEAKER: The member for Darl-
ing Range.

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr, Speaker, I will
have to ignore membhers opposite. I can
appreciate that they are a little tender on
the point. If ever a hash was made of
a proposal or project, one has been made
of this.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: You do not seem to
have much confidence in the State Eiec-
tricity Commission.

Mr. THOMPSON: I have.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How could you?

Mr. THOMPSON: If I was an engineer
with the State Electricity Commission I
would bhe jumping for joy because the
commission has what it wanted. ' It has
that which the engineers:- wanted right
from the word go.

Mr. May: You said a moment ago that
another engineer said it was no good.

Mr, THOMPSON: Yes, another engineer
has said that.

Mr. May: You say it is desirable on the
ane hand, and undesirable on the other.
You are like a lawyer—“on the one hand
this and on the other hand that.” '

Mr. THOMPSON: I am saying that from
its point of view the commission has the
best possible arrangement--that is, single
lines on separate routes.

Mr. May: I think you have your lines
crossed.

Mr., THOMPSON: The commission has
complete separation of the lines and it
has security in the system, which is what
it wanted right from the beginning. That
was the opinion expressed to me in private
by a senicr engineer of the State Electricity
Commission. Mr. Gillies made the point
that if the commission could have its way
and there was no consideration of the im-
pact of the lines on the environment the
eommission would prefer two separate
routes. The Commission now has separate
routes. I believe the Government has made
8 silly decision in the cireumstances: it
may be able to justify the decision, but
in the eyes of many people there is no
compromise in it.
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Mr. Jamieson: Who made the silly de-
cigion?

Mr. THOMPSON: The Government.

Mr. Jamieson: You have to transfer that
onto the hacks of some very competent
people in the State Electricity Commission.

Mr. THOMPSON: It i1s a Government
decision.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, on the commission’s
recommendation.

Mr. THOMPSON: Well, I fail to see how
the Minister could accept initially that
there should be two lines slong cne route
or the other, and then accept a further
recommendation that there should be
separate routes.

Mr. Jamieson: You would understand it
if you saw the built-in frallties In the
previous idea.

Mr. THOMPSON: I believe that posterity
will judge the decision taken by the Gov-
ernment as being most ridiculous.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [12.03
p.an.]l: Having listened to the speech of the
member for Darling Range and the inter-
jections from and the disagreement of
those on the Government side, I would
Hke first of all to commend the honour-
able member for the manner in which he
presented his case. I will offer a solution.

Mr. May: Put them i{n the country!

; hﬁr. Jamieson: I know what you are golng
o do.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I cannot understand
why people shonid complain about power
being supplied; I can name a dozen places
in which the people would accept the
power tomorrow. They would be prepared
to contribute large sums of money to have
their properties connected to the mains. If
the Minister decides not to put the power
lines through the Darling Range area, I
would welcome the opportunity to make
suggestlons as to where they should go.
1 have a list of names I could supply
quickly. Then the whole problem would
be solved and the Government would have
no more worrles.

Mr. Jamieson:
them.

Mr. McPHARLIN: My proposition would
not suit the member for Darling Range
and the people In his electorate. I re-
member that only last year or the year
before we had before us a proposal to place
power lines across the Swan River. The
then Oppositlon put up some violent ob-
jeetlons and similar arguments were pro-
duced. However, I have not heard very
much said about that matter since the
lines have been Installed across the river.
It does not seem to be causing dissension
at the moment.

In contributing to this debate 1 would
point out that it is only about 12 months
ago that the previous Government intro-
duced into this House a Budget which was

Except for financing
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regarded at the iime as a balanced Budget.
Now In this Budget we are contemplating
a deficit of something like $3,500,000—that
1s, after increases in taxation of varlous
kinds to the tune of something like
$12,000,000.

I would remind members that when the
Treasurer presented the Budget he sald—

Notwithstanding the fact that de-
partments had been instructed to pre-
pare their estimates on the basis of
minimum needs, and after further
pruning of expenditure proposals by
the Treasury, the Government was
facing a prospective deficit of
$15,500,000 this year.

Mr. Jamieson: What is your recom-
mendation; cut down rural subsidies?

Mr. McPHARLIN: I will come to that
later. To continue with what the Treasurer
had to say—

A deficit of this magnitude could
not be contemptated and the Govern-
ment has no alternative but to im-
plement measures designed to raise an
additional $12,000,000 in this financial
year.

Mr. Jamieson: The last Budget was ba-
laneced only because a thumb was on the
scales.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Ever since the present
Government has been in power the Premier
has cried out that he has not enough
finance. He has tried his hardest to lay
the blame for the State's flnancial worries
at the feet of the previous Government.
He claimed there was inadequate bookkeep-
ing, or words to that effect,

Only recently we had an opportunity
to assess public opinion—I think it was
about the only real opportunity we have
had—owing to the unfortunate demise of
the previous Speaker. I refer to the recent
by-election at Ascot. I think the results
were an indictment against the Adminis-
tration which has been i power for nine
months. I think that indictment resulted
from the promises that were made but
not kept and the unemployment which is
rampant in the State at the present time.
Unemployment figures are apparently in-
creasing.

Then we heard the Premier asking fora
fair go. 1 think it i1s inherent in the
character of Australians that they like to
give Governments and organisations a fair
go. But what can they expect after a8
period of increased taxes and broken bro-
mises? How can the Premier reconcile
his complaints about the shortage of funds
—at the present time he is demanding mil-
lions of dollars from the Federal Gov-
ernment—with the fact that he intends
to pay back millions of dollars of receipts
duty?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Are you opposed to
the refund of receipts duty?



[Friday, 3 December, 1971)

- Mr. McPHARLIN: I would like the Pre-

mier to explain how he can claim he is

shori of money althcugh he still proposes

go 1find millions of dollars to refund receipts
uty.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Have you analysed the
basis of the payments?

Mr. McPHARLIN: I understand that it
is to be $500,000 a year. That is a large
amount of money which could be well used
elsewhere. Nobody denies that we are living
in difficult times.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I take it you are op-
posed to the refunds.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I do not think any
field has felt the effect of the difficult
times more than the primary industries.
However, I will return to that point in a
few minutes. At the present time I think
there is a need for confidence to bhe in-
jected into our economy. Of course, the
Federal Government should enter the
field of instilling confidence into our
eﬁonomy. I think it is trying to do just
that.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It has not shown any
sign of that yet.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Yes it has.
mention this aspect a little later.

_ Mr, O’'Connar: That silenced them.

Mr. McPHARLIN: We need to get money
moving in our economy. The statistics in
relation to savings banks jindicate that
& vast amount of money is being deposited
in banks, and it is not being used,

Western Australia, where vast mineral
development is taking place, is experienc-
ing financial problems. It should be able
to weather the storm better than the
other States, but it does not appear to be
doing that, because unemployment in the
State is running at a fairly high level,
and the State is facing severe financial
problems—--and nobody denies that—yet
the Premier has taken action to refund
the receipts stamp duty. I understand he
is proposing to replace the Fremantle
gaol at a cost of millions of dollars. 1
am not arguing against the need for a
new gaol, because I think a new one is
required; but I am rather amazed at the
wizardry of the Premier. I do not know how
he can find the money that is required, in
view of the Government’s constant plea
that there are no funds in the coffers of
the Treasury.

Mr. T, . Evans: Would you not think
that a replacement of the Fremantle gaol
is essential?

Mr, McPHARLIN: I am not opposed to
it.

Mr. T. D. Evans: These things have to
be paid for.

Mr. McPHARLIN: When one mentions
broken promises members on the Gov-
ernment side are quick to react; and the
Premier usually defends himself, which

1 will
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any Premier would do, when this type of
accusation is levelled agrinst him. 1 would
draw the attention of members once again
to one broken promise, and this is an
important one.

Mr. Jamieson: Sco should some of the
broken promises of the previous Govern-
ment be drawn to our attention.

Mr. McPHARLIN: This promise relates
to electricity charges. I can do no better
than to quote from the policy speech of
the then Leader of the Opposition, and
now the Premier, before the last general
election, He said—

The present Government—

He was referring to the Liberal-Country
Party coalition Government. To continue—

—has allowed the State Electricity
Commission to operate as a taxing
machine with the result that costs of
connection and supply are higher than
they need be, particularly on farmers
and other country people.

From itg inception in 1945, up to
1966, a period of 21 years, the Com-
mission made an accumulated profit
on its metropolitan system of
$11,000,000, an average of a little more
than half a million dollars a year.
Since then it has had an average vearly
profit of $4,750,000, with a profit of
$6,279,945 last year.

It is clear that uniform charges
for electricity can be adopted through-
out the Commission's supply system
without having to raise charges in the
metropolitan area and we propose to
have uniform charges adopted.

That is about the only part of the prom-
fse that has been kept—uniformity of
charges. Furthermore, there is no doubt
whatsoever that the impression gained by
the people in the country areas was that
if a change of Government took place there
would be an equalisation of electricity
charges, and that they would be brought
back to the level of the charges apply-
ing to the metropolitan area.

Mr, Jamieson: This is the old balancing
exercise: The thumb slipped on the scale!

Mr, McPHARLIN: The Government can-
not deny that it has broken its promise
in relation to electricity charges. The re-
action of the people in general can he
gauged by the result of the Ascot by-
election, because those people remembered
the 20 per cent. increase in electricity
charges. In that by-election held on the
13th Nevember, 2,000 of the electors failed
to vote. Where were they?

Mr. Jamieson: Always in a by-election
many people de not vote, irrespective of
where the by-election is held.

Mr. McPHARLIN: On this occasion.
2,000 people failed to votle.

Mr. Court: Just as well for the Govern-
ment that those electors did not vote.
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Mr. Jamieson: The member for Nedlands
says it is just as well ‘that they did not
vote, but I would point out many of them
are workers up north or in other parts
of the State such as Mt. Newman. That
was where they were.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Would the Minister
concede that those people were unhappy
with the Government?

Mr. Jamieson: No, they would have
voted if they were unheppy.

Mr. Graham: I will tell the member for

Mt. Marshall something: The election is
over!

Mr. McPHARLIN: Is that right? Il
bet the Deputy Premier is glad that it is.

Mr. Court: It seems that the Deputy
Premier cannot get out of the Chamber
quickly enough for fear that he may have
something on his hands,

Mr. Nalder: This Government might yet
have to face another election.

Mr., May: I het the Ministers in the
previous Governments are ngt keen to
come back to office at this period.

Mr., McPHARLIN: We all know the
reason for the prorogation of Parliament.
In the hiatus that followed the Govern-
ment was deprived of some income, as a
result of which instead of an estimated
deficit in revenue of $3,500,000 it will be
nearer $4,000,000. If that is the position
one wonders what the actual deficit will be
by the 30th June next, and what addi-
tional taxes the Government proposes to
impose in order to balance the Budget.

Mr. Bickerton: You would not mind if
they were not imposed on the farmers.

Mr. McPHARLIN: If the Minister ana-
ly=zes the statistics he will find the farming
community have contributed large
amecunts in taxes.

Mr. Bickerton: You would not object if
it was not on the farmer.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Of course I would
not, but I should point out the farmers
have paid their share of taxes and in
large lumps.

Mr. Jamieson: But you got back
$2'7,000,000 from the Government.
Mr. McPHARLIN: The rural indusiry

is facing a rather difficult situation. I
think the whole nation is undergoing a
change at the present time. It is becoming
industrialised, and secondary industry is
becoming more important and dominant.
It is in the transitional period, in the
change from a rural to a secondary
economy, that the situation will be most
difficult. During this time problems on all
sides will be created.

In this period there will be a transition
of the work force from one industry to
another, and we will have to look for
Government assistance, understanding,
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patience, and the provision of refraining
schemes to fit the workers into alternative
occupatiors. I know the rural reconstruc-
tion authority in Western Australia is do-
ing its very best, and I was pleased to see
in today’'s newspaper that the Federal
Government has allocated an increased
amount of funds for retraining purposes.
Thesz are the types of schemes which
need to be put into operation; but to make
them work efficiently and satisfactorily
for all concerned, each of us must en-
deaveur to do his best to handle the posi-
tion with understanding- to make the
transiticnal period flow along as smoothly
as pessible.

Mr, Nalder: I hope the Government will
not waste any time in making the money
available.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Yes, the sooner the
Government puts these schemes into
operation the better. We should not hold
the view that primary industry is sud-
denly or egradually vanishing,. We all
realise that this industry will probably
be geared to a level to be set in the process
of time—but perhaps at a level different
from the present one.

I cannot imagine anything which will
cause more heartburning to a person who
has been farming for many years and who
has reached the end of the road than to
be teld that it is time for him to leave the
industry. If this change can be eased, it
will be of help to people who are. engaged
in primary industry. It should be borne
in mind that primary industry is an in-
tegral part of our life; ift must remain
for it is an industry which zffects us all.

This 1s where the greatest emphasls
should be placed and everyone in author-
ity should be doing his very best to im-
prove production and marketing methads
in an endeavour to find wider fields of
marketing for the products coming for-
ward.

We know that very severe competition
exists, particularly In connection with
woollen goods. But we should meet that
challenge of competition with determined
efforts. I know that unemployment does
exist in this State and I am thinking par-
ticularly of the sharp rise in unemployment
in the butlding industry; though some
efforts are being made to help the bullding
labourers out of thelr difficulties.

The basic economic difficultles, however,
are the direct result of the production of
wheat and wool ahd similar major pro-
ducts and finding and sustaining markets
far those preducts. If the markets fail the
effect is felt right through the economy.

In the last few years we have seen prob-
lems associated with wheat and severe
problems have also arisen in connection
with the wool industry where there has
been tremendous competition from syn-
thetiecs. In the long run, however, it is, of
course, necessary to have food and clothing
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and most of these Industries must remain
great agricultural pursults and everybody
should be prepared to assist to keep them
going.

It is not the first tlme that the farming
industry and the people living in rural
areas have faced difficult times, and it will
certainly not be the last. I have no doubt,
however, that the initiative and courage
displayed by these people will help them
to continue thelr properties as viable pro-
positions, provided some assistance 1s made
available to them.

Over the last few years—at least up to
8 couple of years ago—the seasons have
been plentiful. But the wheel has turned
a ful) circle and farmers are facing difficult
times; some of them have probably never
experienced 1t so tough. I do not think
this state eof affairs will continue Indefi-
nitely; I think the wheel will turn an-
cther full circle and the industry will be
geared to a different level again.

In the last few years we have experienced
the introduction of wheat gquotas, This
really goes back to gearing production to
demand, and this possibly may have ic be
applied in other areas of primary produc-
tlon in order te enable us {o meet pro-
duction and the markets and at the same
time help us retain efficiency so that there
may be a just reward for those engaged
in the industry.

Here again we must ensure that farm-
ers are not compelled to leave their pro-
perties or go to the wall because of the
pressure of external forces. We should try
to avoid thelr being cold-bloodedly put
out of business by external forces, financial
institutions, and the like; we should ensure
that they are glven time to diversify and
recrganise their programmes in order that
their farms might again become viable
propoesitions.

Many pressures are being exerted on
farmers in the rural areas and this can
only result in putting them out of business
while leaving a trail of debts. If It Is at
all possible to avold such a situation all
efforts should he made to do so.

Given time, many of them will replan
and again become stabilised; thelr farms
will agaln become viable. The Federal
Treasurer has told us that the country is
in the grip of Inflationary pressures and
he made the point that the interest rates
ahd prices generally were tending {o in-
crease faster.

When the present Minister for Educa-
tion presented the State Budget last
September-—he was Treasurer at the time
—we heard the same story in respect of
inflationary pressures. I feel, however,
that the cost-price squeeze has not been
felt as severely in other spheres as it has
jin the primary industries.

The bottom has fallen out of prices and
we have seen costs continually increasing,
But again we must acknowledge that the
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people in the agricultural areas are doing
their very best and they will continue to
do their best. I trust they will be en-
couraged to continue along these lines.

Recently we saw some assistance being
given to the woolgrowers under the de-
ficiency payment scheme. This was de-
signed to support the 1971-72 wool clip
and to ensure that growers received an
average of 36c a pound.

The Minister for Works said the
Federal Government has not done very
much but I would remind him that the
Federal Covernment has certainly done
something in this direction. There is litfle
doubt that it has given assistance in this
case. The Federal Government saw fit to
allocate $60,000,000 ag the first amount of
money required and recently it was an-
nounced that that Government was under-
writing the scheme t0 the tune of another
$30,000,000.

This illustrates without doubt that the
Federal Government is indeed conscious
of its responsibilities and that it is deter-
mined to make a serious effort to do some-
thing about it. That sort of money can
onty come from the Federal Government
and it is heartening to see that it is doing
something in this direction.

To revert again to the wool industry.
I believe that there is need for a new plan
to be adopted. We have talked about pro-
posals to form what I would like to call a
one-channel marketing scheme or wool
marketing scheme; I would prefer it be
called that than have it referred to—as
it has been referred to—as an acquisition
scheme.

We should look at a one-channel
marketing scheme for wool. This is the
desire of the industry and I believe the
Wool Commission is working to this end.
The orderly marketing of wool would be
very desirable and the entire industry is
supporting this move. I hope the State
Government will support this type of
orderly marketing. I hope there will be
no objection expressed by the State
Government on this matter.

Mr. Jamieson: When that sort of objec-
tion comes from the Government side we
will walk out voluntarily. You do not have
to worry about that. It is a good socislist
principle,

h Mr. McPHARLIN: That is very good t{o
ear.

Mr. H. D. Evans; It is part of our plat-
form.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Before I move off the
wheat industry, might I take the oppor-
tunity to remind the Minister for Agricul-
ture that he appointed a wheat quota
review committee to examine wheat quotas.
This was done some time ago and not long
ago a question was asked by my colleasue,
the member for Roe, seeking advice as to
when the report would come forward. I
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notice from the Northam Advertiser of
the 21st October that the Minister atten-
ded a meeting at Northam on the previous
Monday night. The Northam Advertiser
reported the Minister as saying that there
wozt‘léd be widespread changes in the quota
system.

1 am very interested to know—as every
wheatgrower is interested to know—what
these widespread changes are likely to be.
As the Minister is well aware, wheat is
virtually the only means of livelihood of
many farmers; it is certainly their main
means of livelihood, Accordingly they are
waiting to hear what is going to happen;
what these widespread changes will be,
and how the changes will apply to them
individually.

I would be glad, therefore, if the Minis-
ter could give us some indication of when
the report of the committee and the sub-
sequent recommendations will be com-
pleted and available.

To revert for a moment to the wool in-
dustry; I propose to criticise, to some ex-
tent, the actions of the Wool Commission.
We know that the commission has its
difficulties, and that there are certain
problems associated with the tremendous
responsibility which rests with the com-
mission; however, I do not believe that the
commission is active enough in its promo-
tio:la of wool either inside or outside Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Jamieson: I am glad you have
noticed that. It is not possible to buy a
woollen garment, tariff free, at any of the
ajrport stores. There is hot one woollen
article to be bought.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I am pleased to hear
the Minister make that comment. From
the information I have, even in overseas
countries the promotion of Australian
woollen products does not match the pro-
motion of synthetics. The commission
seems to be fglling down on its job and I
think it has to shoulder the blame.

Many peoble have written letters to the
Editar of The West Australian on this
matter, and Channel 7 had a programme
on it. There is only one store in Perth
where it is possible to buy woollen goods.
Why is this? The major stores in this
State should do something to promote
woollen goods. Synthetics seem to be
dominant all the time. There is no com-
parison in qQualities, because no-one can
deny that wool has a quality which can-
not be matched by synthetics. I under-
stand that a full range of woellen articles
car be bought in only one store in Perth.

Mr. Fletcher: There is another one in
Fremantle where I bought the trousers I
am now wearing,

Mr. McPHARLIN: Does that store sell
-the whole range of woollen goods?

Mr. Fletcher: Yes.
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Mr. Williams: Pass the trousers round
the Chamber.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I am glad o hear a
store in Fremantle carries the full range.

Mr. Bickerton: Why aren’'t you wearing
a woollen tie?

Mr. McPHARLIN: I do not buy my ties;
my wife does. However, I have woollen
ties at home,

Mr. Court: I hope your wife does not
read Hansard.

Mr, W. G. Young: I will lend the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall my woollen tie.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I would like to exam-
ine the ties of other members in this
Chamber to see how many are made of
wool, Quite a few would not be wearing
woollen ties.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, but you are advocat-
ing the promotion of wool

Mr. McPHARLIN: I turn now to educa-
tion.

Mr. O'Connor: All the wool on the other
side has been pulled over their eyes.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Education is, of
course, one of the most important matters
not only in country areas but in all areas.
However, perhaps the position in country
areas is pronounced at the moment owing
to the recession. I wish to refer to one
important promise the Premier made in
connection with living-away-from-home
allowances. In the Premier’s policy speech
he promised he would double what the
previous Government was paying in the
way of living-away-from-home allowances.
The payment in this particular zone to
which I am referring was $120, and he
said he would double it. To be exact, the
previous Government proinised an increase
of $50 a year and the Premier promised
an increase of $100 a year. Consequently
the allowance would have almost doubled
had it gorne from 8120 to the 8220
promised. Yet, the promise was nof put
into effect after the election and still it
has not been put into effect. I believe the
allowance will be increased next year by
$90, but this will come 12 months after
the promise was made. People in country
areas were looking for this kind of assist-
ance at the time, and not 12 months
afterwards. They want it now, but it has
not been given. ’

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Let us be clear on this
so that we know for the future. Are you
saying that during a policy speech when
undertakings are given it is implied that
every one of those will be implemented
immediately?

Mr. McPHARLIN: What I am saying—
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Answer “Yes"” or “No.”

Mr. McPHARLIN: What I am saying
is that at the time this was a very im-
portant matter to country people. N
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Mr, J. T. Tenkin: Maybe.

Mr. McPHARLIN: They heard the
Premier say he would double the living-
away-from-hcme allowance.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I do not deny it.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The Premier said he
would double it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What about answering
the question? :

Mr, McPHARLIN: People in country
areas expected the Premier to implement
it immediately because the previous Gov-
ernment would have done so.

Mr, Jamieson: Like the bridges!

Mr. McPHARLIN: I invile the Gov-
ernment to ask my colleague, the former
Minister for Education.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: If it is as simple
as that, will you answer the question I
posed? Dp you believe there is an obliga-

tion on a party which makes promises

during an election to implement every one
of the promises immediately?

Mr. McPHARLIN: 1 concede that it is
not an obligation to implement every one
of them immediately, but I maintain with
a promise of this kind there was an obli-
gation to implement it immediately.

Mr. Jamieson: The party in Government
must be allowed to determine priorities.

Mr., McPHARLIN: I am blaming the
Government for not implementing this
immediately, because the previous Gov-
ernment would have done so had it been
returned to office.

Mr. Bickerton: Why didn’t the previous
Government do so before it went out of
office?

Mr. McPHARLIN: Last year in the
Budget there was an increase in the liv-
ing-away-from-home allowance.

M. Bickerton: Why did the previous
Government not get it up to the proper
standard?

Mr. Williams: Bob Menzies had the
the answer to that, and he was in office
for a long time.

Mr. Bickerton: Where was he for a Iong
time? .

Mr. McPHARLIN: It is a broken promise
and I charge the Government with that.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It is not a broken
promise at all.

Mr., McPHARLIN: I have said that all
promises do not have to be fulfilled im-
mediately, but a promise of this nature
should have been.

Mr. T. D. Evans: All sorts of assistance 1Is
required.

Mr. McPHARLIN: People in country
areas are very worried about their chil-
dren’s education and doubtless by now the
Minister has been inundated with numbers
of letters.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: Lefters asking for
various types of assistance.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The Minister knows
what the people are looking for.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This is only one facet
and there are many others. It is impos-
sible to answer everything all at once. I
repeat: this is only one.

Mr, Jamieson: They will be $50 better
off over the triennium even if it starts
a year later,

Mr. McPHARLIN: This is a vital factor
when people in country areas make up
their minds whether to send their children
away to school or to keep them at home.
The rural situation has aggravated the
position because of the low prices being
received for all primary products. It was
vital for many people to receive the al-
1(t)wance this year, but they did noi receive
1%,

I admit there are many other problems
in education, one of which concerns school
buses. I agree it is not an easy matter
to make decisions on school bus services
but it is an area in which there should
be some degree of flexibility. Buses should
not be discontinued and would nhot be if
the Government allowed for a greater
degree of flexibility. After all, populations
change and people come and go from an
area. For a few months there may not
be sufficient children to keep a bus operat-
ing but then one or more couples will
come to a district with three or four
children and the numbers are sufficient,
This happens frequently in couniry areas,
For this reason I advocate flexibility in
the administration of school buses in
couniry areas,

I know there are instances where the
numbers are almost too low for the bus
service to continue. However, when the
former Minister handled this portfolio he
endeavoured to keep the services operating
to the best of his ability and, In many
cases, he allowed bus services to be con-
tinued for the benefit of the people. I
suggest the present Minister should adopt
a similar policy as this is desirable.

I know how many problems of education
the Government must face, but untl] the
position in country areas settles down I
think the Government should give serlous
consideration to continuing all school bus
services, because these are vital to people
in country areas.

Before I leave education I wish to refer
to one other matter which is of prime
importance. I refer to hostels and the
establishment, if it is at all possible, of
further senior high schools in country dis-
tricts to provide the educational facilities
which people require. I know applications
have heen made by varlous centres for an
upgrading in the exisiing educational
facilities. I believe the Government should
provide the money necessary to give people
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in country areas the educational standards
which are required these days. Nowadays
many people cannot afford to send their
children away to recelve private school
education as many did in the past,

Mr, Brown: Many do not want to send
them away., because of the standard of
education and the facilitles at the hostels.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The member for
Merredin-Yilgarn has made a good point.
Many people prefer to keep their children
at home. In this way parents know they
‘will see thelr children every evening after
the day's schooling. If there is a hostel
many take their children to it on a Monday
and pick them up on a Friday. They seem
to prefer their chlldren to be educated in
country areas which the children know
and enjoy in the company of their friends.
The children are not placed in a strange
environment., I should think it would be
the alm of the Minister for Education to
establish more hostels and high schools.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Minister will aim
for this.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I hope he does. We
know the Country High School Hostels
Authority is limited to a certain figure.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The sum of $300,000 in
any one year.

Mr. McPHARLIN: This is unrealistic in
these times.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This is the maximum
amount the Loan Council will allow.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I know, but this com-
menced in 1962 and values have changed.

Mr. T. D. Evans: At the last Premlers’
Conference our Premier submitted the
amcunt should be increased to $450.000.
However, the Commonwealth turned this
down.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I am glad the Premier
made the approach. If I know the Premier,
he will try again.

Mr. T. D. Evans: He argued most force-
fully and he had the suppert of the other
Premiers, but the Commonwealth would
not budge.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I hope the Premier
will do more in this direction. I do not
think he asked for enough.

Mr. T. D. Evans: He did not get what
he asked for.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The cost of building
hostels north of the 26th parallel is so
great the $300,000 quickly disappears.

Mr.'T. D. Evans: Last year's allocation
went in bullding one hostel north of the
26th parallel. That was at Port Hedland.

Mr. McPHARLIN: In 1962, $300,000
. meant more than it does at the present
time. I believe we would need $600,000 to
- get similar value now.
Mr. T. D. Evans: You are speaking to
- the converted.
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Mr. McPHARLIN: It is not much good
speaking to the Minister if he believes
what I am saying,

Mr. T. D, Evans: 1 do believe what you
are saying.

Mr. McPHARLIN: That is very good.
The Minister has assured me the Premier
is deoing his best in this regard. I only
hope he tries for more money for hostels
at the next Premiers’ Conference. The
authority should have increased powers to
build hostels where they are thought
necessary. :

The Education Department continually
studies the situation and I believe it does
a very good job. I have spoken to the
deputy director and the director, and I
know the detailed studies the department
has made over the years. The department
is well aware of what is required and.it is
doing its best. However, when it comes
down to Government policy and the actual
spending of money, it has to be a Govern-
ment decision, If the Government does
get the money I sincerely hope the Pre-
mier ensures that it is spread to the areas
which deserve it. There is one particular
town I would put at the top of the lst.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
Ler has five minutes.

Mr. McPHARLIN:; Of course, I would
not be the only one asking for this type
of building for a certain area. I have only
five minutes more and I see it is almost
time to stop for lunch.

Mr. T. D, Evans: You should mention
the name of the town before you stop.

Mr. MePHARLIN: I would like to see
a hostel at Wyalkatchem, in the heart of
the wheatbelt. Some of the best wheat
in the State comes from that area. 1
believe the Education Department has
recently carried out a survey and a report
is being prepared. However, I would like
to stress the need for a hostel there and
an upgrading of the school to a senior
high school.

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [12.44 p.m.]: This
Bill gives the Government the opportunity
to present to the House its proposals for
raising revenue and for the expenditure
of money by the various departments for
the current financial year. It also affords
members an opportunity to make criti-
cisms or comments on any matter lying
within the jurisdiction of the Government.

I do not propose to speak at any length
or in general terms. I intend to confine
my remarks to one or two departments, 1]
wish to refer to education—I hope not in
a critical sense, but in & constructive way.

Sitting suspended jrom 12.45 to 2.15 p.m

Mr. LEWIS; As I was saying before the
luncheon suspension, I do not intend g
be overcritical, I am reminded of the fact
that since I was elected to this House ip
September, 1958, I have had very little
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occasion to be critical of a Government,
unlike the member for Mt. Marshall who
preceded me in this debate. Nevertheless,
I support some of his criticism.

Perhaps I might commence by referrtng
to the boarding-away-from-home allow-
ance. I notice the Premier reacted rather
violently to the suggestion that he did not
honour his election promise. I think we
must accept this in the circumstances in
which the statement was made. Members
will reeall that when the then Premier
delivered his policy speech prior to the
elections he promised an increase of $50
in the boarding-away-from-home allow-
ance, to be retrospective to the 1st January,
1071

'Then, obviously to counter that promise,
the present Premier said, “I will make it
$100.” One cannot blame people for ex-
pecting that they would receive $100 as
against the previous bid of $50—in both
cases to be retrospective to the 1st Janhuary,
although I do not think the Premier ac-
tually said so. Nevertheless, he certainly
did not say he would defer the increase
until some date to be fixed.

I am very pleased to note that the in-
crease will be granted as from next
January. It has always been my belief
-that a parenft who, as a result of his
domicile, is obliged to board his youngsters
away should not be required to pay any
‘more than a parent who is domiciled with-
in bus distance of a senior high school or
appropriate educational facility., I think
{hat principle has been accepted over the
years, although the department and sue-
cessive Governments have not been able
completely to bridge the gap.

However, as far as I can calculate, the
increases proposed to be granted by the
Minister from the beginning of next year
will just about completely bridge the gap.
From my calculations I feel that even
.below the 26th parallel—where the allow-
ance is not as great as is the ecase north
.of the parallel---parents who board their
youngsters away will be required to pay
no more per week or per month than it
would cost to maintain the children at
home if a senior high school were nearby.
So by the beginning of next year we will
reach a very satisfactory position.

Mr., T. D. Evans: I thank the member
for Moore for a fair assessment of the
situation.

Mr. LEWIS: I always try to be fair.
Perhaps sometimes I do not succeed, but
I always set out with that intention. Nowa-
days we do not seem to hear so much—
and quite rightly so—about the alleged
crigis in education.

Mr. T. D. Evans: There is still a crisis.
Mr. LEWIS: One of the most outspoken
bodies in this regar@ has been the Parents

& Citizens' Federation. Therefore, I was
‘pleased to read the December, 1971, news-
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paper of that federation which contained
reference to the conference of the Aus-
tralian Council of State School Organisa-
tions held in Perth this year. One para-
graph reads as follpws:—

Wednesday, October 20, and already
half the week had gone, The morning
business session commenced at 845
a.m. and continued through to 10
a.m., when Conference adjourned to
allow delegates, observers and visitors
to board a chartered bus which was to
take them on a visit to some of the
schools in the - Northern Suburbs.
Schools visited were Coolbinia, Takari,
Warriapendi, Balga Training Centre
and Morley High.

Delegates were most impressed with
what they saw and heard, and in par-
ticular, the Morley High School, still
under construction, yet, even they
could see its final potential, and all
agreed no other State could match
such progress.

So the Minister can derive some satisfac-
tion from the fact that at least buildings
compare not unfavourably with those any-
where else in Australia.

Mr. W. A, Manning: Which Minister;
the present Minister or the former Min-
ister?

Mr. LEWIS: The present Minister. He
is now in the saddle, and if the quality
of the sehool was not up t0 standard it
would be cause for a great deasl of con-
cern. What I would like to see—and no
doubt the Minister would agree with me—
is the addition of more assembly halls,
Some years ago, when I travelled around
New Zealand. I made it my business to
visit some of the high schools and, in-
variably, they had assembly halls as part
of the buildings.

Mr. W. A, Manning: What are they?

Mr. LEWIS: They were built of timber.

Mr, W. A, Manning: No, I was wonder-
ing what an assembly hall was.

Mr. LEWIS: The member for Narrogin
is a little impatient, but before long he
may get one for the high school in his
electorate. The principals of the high
schools in New Zealand told me that the
assembly hall was the heart of the school;
the whole philosophy of the school revolved
around the assembly hall,

I appreciate the loan fund situation at
the moment, just as much as the Minister
does, but I would like to see the day arrive
in the not-tgo-distant future when we can
make finance available %o build more
assembly halls in the high schools.

Mr, Williams: Would it not be better
to have the assembly halls as part of the
community?

_ Mr. LEWIS: If there is an assembly hall
in the high school I think it would be
used at least two days a week, As happens
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now in many schools, perhaps arrange-
ments could be made to allow the school
facilities to be used by the community
generally.

In regard to the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, I am pleased to note that whilst the
total amount to be spent by the Govern-
ment on all departments has increased
by 15.1 per cent. on last year’s figure, the
total amount to be made available this
vear to the Education Department at all
levels has increased by 17 per cent, so at
least the Department is holding its own
with other departments. This is as it
should be, because I have so often re-
marked—and I think most members would
agree with me—education is of paramount
importance to the State.

In making an analysis of the figures,
it is noted that because of the increases
in salarles and wages—and I am not say-
ing that these increases should not have
been granted—salaries and wages will
represent 81.5 per cent. of the total amount
made available to the department, as
against 80.7 per cent. last year. ‘This
means, of course, that the percentage of
expenditure on contingencies will be
slightly lower than it was last year. Never-
theless, the sum allocated for contingencies
is a little higher, and I urge the Minister
to watch this balance and endeavour to
have an increase made in the percentage
allocation of money for contingencies.

1 commend the Minister and his Gov-
ernment for increasing the living-away-
from-home allowances. However, I make
another appeal to the Minister to look at
the proposed assisteance for the purchase
of textbooks. I know the Premier has
already announced the policy of the Gov-
ernment to commence the first stage by
granting free textbooks to primary schools.
This will be spread over a number of years.
I now make a plea that some assistance
should be granted to fourth-year second-
ary students.

Mr, T. D. Evans: Would you repeat that?
You are making a plea for whom?

Mr. LEWIS: For fourth-year secondary
students. The figures 1 have here are
taken from the statistics collajed by the
Education Department of Western Aus-
tralia as its contribution to an Australia-
wide survey. Although the figures were
taken out in 1969 I think they will com-
pare favourably with last year. For the
first-year secondary student the average
cost of textbooks to parents was $20; for
the second-vear student $21; for the
third-year student $20; for the fourth-year
student $53; and for the fifth-year student
$29.

It is appreciated that the Government
grants a textbooks' subsidy amounting to
45 for each first, second, and thlrd-ygar
high-school student. That would bring
the net cost of textbooks to parents down
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to 315, $16, and 515, respectively, for each
of the first three years that children attend
high school.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: I suggest that the
cost of textbooks to the fourth-year stu-
dent is now closer to $80.

Mr. LEWIS: That is why I poinfed out
that I ani1 quoting the 1969 .figures. It is
appreciated that they have increased since
then. The average cost of texthooks to
the fourth-year student in 1969 was $53.
Then a textbook subsidy of $10 was
granted, making the net cost to the parent
$43. In the fifth year, with another $10
subsidy, the cost of textbooks to the
student would be brought down to $19.

Frcin the last Education Department
annual report, dated the 1st August, 1970,
which contains the latest figures, I dis-
covered that there were 2,169 fourth-year
students in non-Government schools, and
4,087 fourth-year students in Government
schools, I am not suggesting that text-
books should be supplied free, because I
have always expressed the view in this
Chamber that I am not in favour of free
textbooks being granted either to primary
or secondary-school students.: I believe
that if a parent is granted a subsidy to
assist him with the cost of textbooks,
with the parent being conscious that he
has to dip into his own pocket to meet
the cost, the textbooks will be cared for
to a greater degres than if they were
handed ocut free.

However, since the net cost of the text-
books to the parent of a fourth-year
student is $43 acecording to the 1969 figure
—which is nearly three times as much. as
the amount paid by a parent of a first-
yvear student—and as the fourth year at
high school is the vital year, if the
Government could grant an increase of
$20 in the subsidy to parents the net cost
to the Government for 4,087 studenis in
fourth year would be $81,740. I appreciate
that the figure of 4,087 is for 1970 and that
there will be an increase in the number
of fourih-year students next year, the year
after that and so on. If we add the
2,160 in non-Government schools it
would mean another $43,380, and a iotal
of $125,120.

This is a very substantial sum, but when
we compare it with the total amount spent
on educaticn, it is a very small percentage.
I urge the Minister to have a close look at
this matter in order to ascertain whether
further assistance can be given in the
fourth year. I helieve the need is urgent,

Another matter I would like the Minis-
ter to consider is the driving allowance.
As country members, at any rate, would
know, a driving allowance is given to
assist the warents of a child who lives
more than five miles from a school or more
then four miles from a bus route. The
allowance for some titne now has been
33c per mile for one return trip per day.
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Many parents drive up to 10 or more miles
to the bus stop or to the school, as the
case may be, and for this they receive the
magnificent sum of 3¢ per mile, How-
ever, invariably the parents make two
return trips because it is necessary to
drive the child to the bus in the morning,
and then return again in the afternoon
to pick the child up. Consequently two
return trips are involved, and if we divide
the sum of 3Zc into two, it means that the
allowance is 13¢ per mile. This travelling
is a hardship and is necessary merely
because the family is unfortunate to live
in an area without enough youngsters to
warrant ke bus service being extended.

I know the department will probably
reply to the effect that quite a number of
parents in the metropolitan area also drive
their youngsters to school. So they do as
we all know because we see them around
the metropolitan schools every day. How-
ever, I submit that most of these parents
take their children to school from choice
rather than necessity as is the case in the
country. Sometimes the parents do not
like the idea of their youngsters walking
along a busy road, or the parents them-
seives are on their way to employment or
to some other place, and so drop the
children off on the way.

However, the distances invoilved in the
metropolitan area are by no means as
great as those involved in the eountry and
certainly no parents in the metropolitan
area must drive a child 10 miles to a
school. Other means of transport are
available to youngsters in the metronolitan
area. I urge the Minister to study this
matter.

From what I have gathered from the
annual report, the driving allowance cost
the State a little over $30,000 last year and
rather less than that the year before.

Mr. O'Connor: Why shouldn't metro-
politan children have similar benefits to
country children?

Mr. LEWIS: In what way?

Mr. O'Connor: Surely if the children
were within four miles of a bus route
they would be within four miles of a main
road. It is the children mainly in the outer
metropolitan area who might require
assistance.

Mr. LEWIS: There could be some child-
ren in the metropolitan area.

Mr, O'Connor: Neot more than four
miles from a school.

Mr. LEWIS: If some children are
similarly affected in the mefropolitan area,
then let us apply the allowance to them
as well

Mr. O'Connor: True.

Mr. LEWIS: I am not denying the par-
ents in the metropolitan area the help I
am seeking for country parents.
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I have already said that the Govern-
ment is now spending about $30,000 on
driving allowances. Even if this amount
were doubled it would not constitute an
undue burden on the State, particulariy
compared with the total sum of money
now being spent on departmental educa-
tion which, this year, is $82,983,000. If
we can spend that sum of money on
education—and I am certainly not saying
we should not—then let us spend a little
more and help those who are really up
against it

The member for Mt, Marshall touched
on country hostel accommeodation, and I
agree with what he said. I appreclate the
fact that the Country High School Hostels
Authority's statutory borrowing powers
are limited to $300,000. A few yeals ago
an effort was made to increase the number
of houses erected for teachers and public
servants generally in the country, and for
this purpose a statutory body was estab-
lished called the Government Employees’
Housing Authority which was given bor-
rowing powers. During the first year of its
operation its funds had fo he supplement-
ed from State loan funds, and as the
yvears went by the Government Employees’
Hoeusing Authority negotiated with local
authorities whereby the local authorities
raised loans and crected the necessary
accommodation, the loan not being a bur-
den on the local ratepayers, but guaran-
teed by the Government Emplovees’
Housing Authority which, in turn, was
guaranteed by the Education Department.

I suggest the Minister study this aspect.
I do not know the situation, but it is
quite possible that the local authorities in
Northam, Merredin, Narrogin, Katanning,
and perhaps Albany may have some bor-
rowing power left to them; in other words
they may not have raised the maximum.
If this is so those lceal authorities may
he prepared to raise loans for more ac-
commodation. I hasten to add that this
would not be a permanent arrangement.:
it would be necessary only to cater for
the present accommaodation crisis. As most
members know, many temporary buildings
have heen erecied because the hostels’
authority does not have the capital funds
for the necessary extensions. However, the
local authorities might be pursuaded to
raise sufficient loans to pravide the extra
dormitory accommedation, and the in-
terest and sinking fund on those loans
could be met by the Government.

As I have szaid, T am not suggesting this
would be a permanent arrangement, but
only for a couple of years in order to
enable the authority to overcome the
problems it has had to face in the erec-
tion of hostels in the north. This has
already been referred to, two years' funds
being involved bhecause of the higher cost
of building in the north.
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) Because of the urgency in the north, the
situation down here has had to mark {ime
although the pressure is greater than ever
before as a result of the rural situation.
Farmers are not able to afford to send
their children to the metropolitan area
and are thus encouraging them to attend
the local schools, which is what we want,
of course, in our programme of decentra-
lisation. However, these parents are hav-
ing the utmost difficulty in finding accom-
modation for their children. This is why
it is imperative the Government devise
some sctheme under which the Ilocal
authorities could help, I am sure this
would overcome the problem in a very
short time,

I wish to deal also with agricuitural
education and the long-awaited report on
agricultural' education at all levels. As a
result of a recommendation in the Jackson
report, which was the report compiled by
the committee under Mr, Jusfice Jackson,
a committee was established under Pro-
fessor Stern to investigate agricultural
education at all levels. However, as far
as I am aware the report has not yet been
presented toe the Government. If it has
heen, I would like the Minister to study it
as quickly as possible and make a de-
cision on the matter; because at present
a lot of uncertainty is apparent in the
country as to what sort of edueation will
be available for youngsters who desire to
take an agricultural course. They do not
know whether the curriculum will be the
same as it has been for many years in
agricultural schools, or whether extra
qualifications will be required. They are
absolutely in the dark. This is not the
fault of the Government, of course, and it
may not even be the fault of the com-
mittee.

I would like the Government to do its
best to have the eommittee’s report pre-
sented and examined as soon as possible
with a view to implementing the recom-
mendations if they are considered accept-
able. This should be done as quickly as
possible and full publicity given to it.

The only other matier T wish to raise
while speaking to the debate on the Appro-
priation Bill (Consolidated Revenue Fund)
is that of native welfare. I have noticed
in the Estimates of Receipts and Expendi-
ture that the Native Welfare Vote is down
considerably on what it was last year. I
admit that last year it was down on the
previous year's amount, but not as much
as this year's is down on last year's
amount. The vote for 1970-71 was
$3,618,000, The actual amount of money
spent was $3,327.000. The estimate for
1971-72 is $3,145,000, There may he a
g00d explanation for this reduction. Per-
haps the fact that the Native Welfare De-
partment has been amalgamated with the
Department- of Community Welfare has
been a means of effecting some savings.
I hope the reduction in the vote does not
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in any way mean that supervision and
further education of the natives will be re-
tarded. When I say “education” I do not
mean formal education but sccial educa-
tion, which includes visits by officers of
the department to natives’ homes. T cer-
tainly hope this will not be diminished be-
cause the need exists for it with our
Aborigines and part Aborigines,

I have said many times before that at
the moment there is a greater awareness
of, and sympathy towards, our Aboriginal
people than ever bhefore in Western Aus-
tralia, I think it is in danger of going
overboard and of becoming a paternal in-
terest. Many of our Aborigines adopt the
attitude that the world owes them a living.

Mr. Ridge: Hear, hear!

Mr. LEWIS: This certainly does not
apply to all because there are some very
worthy Aborigines who have literally lifted
themselves up by their bootlaces and who
fulfil responsible jobs in many walks of
life.

For some time now I have noticed that
when Aborigines make representations
they almost always ask for something to
make their lives a little more pleasant. We
have to instil in them the philosophy that
we must work for what we enjoy in life.
They must Iearn that we or our pre-
decessors have done this work and that
we do not receive anything for nothing.
We must teach them at every possible
opportunity that they must get off their
bhacksides and do a little more for them-
selves, If they do this it will be the
quickest and surest way to command the
respect of the white community.

Mr. Nalder: Already some of them
accept that responsibility.

Mr. LEWIS. Many of them do and I
have already said this. Many are teach-
ers, nurses, and public servants. I knew
of an Aboriginal matron of a hospital
who had white sisters working under her.
Aborigines are filling junior and senior
positions and doing it very well. This hap-
pens not only within Covernment and
semi-Government circles but also in priv-
ate industry.

On the other hand, there are too many
who adopt an attitude of lounging around
and saying, “You build it and I will enjoy
it. ¥You provide it for me, but I will do
nothing for it myself,” An illustration of
this occurred at Moora recently. Settlers
have subscribed to erect a memorial clock
to perpetuate the memory of pioneers.
There is a lawn at the base of the clock
with a few seats upon it. Local natives
sit on the seats. That is quite all right,
and nobody objects to it. Howecver they
brought their cool drinks and sweets there
and left rubbish lying on the grass. The
local shire council put a rubbish bin on
the lawn bui the natives did not put their
litter in the bin. The council’s employee
remonstrated with them and asked the
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reason, because the bin was only two
or three yards away. The answer was, “You
are paid to do it, not us.” That is the
attitude and it is deplorable.

I would say it is this attitude which is
keeping Aborigines from advancing. I also
say they are not aware of it. We must
make them aware of it. I could nof agree
more with some of the comments made
by a certain professor who reminded
Ahorigines that they have themselves to
blame for a great deal of their present
situation.

Apart from that litfle remonstrence, I
think we must do more to provide housing
for Aborigines, I am sorry there are no
means of knowing how many houses will
be provided by the State Housing Commis-
sion for Aborigines. I understand the
commission and not the department will
now he respansible for building houses for
Aborigines. That is fair enough. I hope,
however, that after the houses are built it
will stlll be the responsibility of the De-
partment of Community Welfare to sce
that the new occupants of the houses have
the benefit of home training and frequent
visits from officers, because they need this.

They also nesd more instruction to en-
able them tf{p command jobs. We must
equip them with the skills necessary to
obtain employment and so improve their
way of life. This is needed in a much
bizger way than we have been able to give
it up to date. I am fully aware of the
problems which the Government faces in
this regard. If is a question of cost. To-

2ther with the Government, I deeply
regrei our representations to the

Commonwealth have not been more fruit-
ful. We have been trying to establish a
training centre at Port Hedland where
Abhorigines could learn to maintain and
handle heavy machinery. There is a great
nesd for this in Port Hedland.

It was our intention to make this a
place where single and married Aborigines
could learn different skills. We hoped it
would be possible to give their wives some
domestic education at the same time.
Unfortunately, it is only in recent times
that the Commonwealth has agreed to
make available some of the money that is
required for this centre.

Cn the one hand we have the Pederal
Minister saying that if the States do not
repeal discriminatory legisiation the Com-
monwealth will do something about it.
However, the Commonwealth is not so
ready to say it will take over the respon-
sibility for the social problems which wili
arise as a result of the repeal of some
of the legislation, I wish the Minister
all power in his representations to the
Commonwealth for more finance.

I shall raise & number of other matters
when the Bill is in Committee. These
are concerned merely with asking ques-
tions on some points I have noted.
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MR. RIDGE (Kimberley) [2.49 pm.):
As the member for Moore has said, we
have particular problems in the field of
Aboriginal welfare. I would like to refer
to some of them.

I agree with the honourable member in
that it is time some of the Aboriginal
pecple got off their backsides and started
to appreciate the fact that the world does
not owe them a living. On the other hand,
I think the State has to appreciate that
in gome instances we owe these people a
little more than they are receiving at the
moment.

I wish to refer to particular problems,
one of which relates to a settlement about
17 miles from Wyndham at the Fork
Creck pensioners’ camp. In BSepiember,
1970, the pensioners’ camp came in for a
little publicity in the local newspaper in-
asmuch as the district medical officer went
out and condemned the one and only water
supply these people had. The water came
from a spring in a creek which is known
as Fork Creek,

It is to the Native Welfare Department's
credit that when the distriet medical
cfficer condemned this water supply the
department provided a 200-gallon tank and
engaged the Wyndham-East Shire Council
to fill the tank periodically.

On the 16th September, 1970, I asked
the then Minister for Native Welfare some
questions in relation to the water supply.
He informed me there was a 200-gallon
water tank there to provide these people
with water and it was filled up daily. I
asked what arrangements had been made
to ensure a continuity of supply to ihe 30
people at the camp both on a long-term
and short-term basis. In reply I was told
that the short-term answer was a 200-
gallon tank filled daily by the ‘Wyndham-
East Shire Council at the expense of the
Native Welfare Department. The long-
term answer was that if fencing the spring
proved impracticable, the feasibility of in-
stalling a bore, windmill. and tank would
be examined as a matter of urgency.

That was September, 1970—14 months
ago. In June this year I wvisited the Fork
Creek camp with the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare. I was disappointed to
find that the people were still using water
delivered to the 200-gallon tank situated
on the edge of the Greai Northern High-
way about 200 yards from the boundary
of the native camp. That was nine months
after the water supply was condemned.

Last week I drove past the cemp and I
noticed the tank still there. I was promp-
ted to ask a guestion of the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Community
Welfare. In reply he informed me that
there are now two 200-gallon tanks pro-
vided. Delivery days are Tuesday, Thurs-
dzy, and Saturday. The Native Welfare
Department had spent an amount of $1,658
on earting water, but other charges may
be in trapsit.



848

I also asked if it was a matter of urgency
to provide a long-term solution to the
problem and the answer was, “Yes.” I also
asked what urgent action had been taken
or was proposed and I was told that the
Public Works Department had been asked
to examine the feasibility of establishing
a satisfactory water supply. This is 14
months after the district medical officer
had condemned the water supply.

It is not good encugh for the 30 old-age
pensioners living out there, If these fanks
are empty when the water is delivered
each day it means the shire is supplying
1,200 galions of water a week—or 5% gal-
lons per person per day. It must be borne
in mind that this is in century-plus tem-
perature—two galvahised-iron tanks on
the edge of a bitumen road 200 vards from
the nearest camp. I ecan imagine that one
would not need to boil the water!

These pensioners want to remain at Fork
Creek. 1If they were young people they
could be told to get out and get a job.
Apparently the area has a tribal signifi-
cance to them—in other words, they are
there fo die. But for God's sake let us
give them the opportunity to die with g
little dignity. All they need to make them
happy is some good drinking water and
somewhere better to live. The best hous-
ing in the area is in the form of tenis.
The pensicners not lucky encugh to live
in tents live in tumble-down chanties and
bush shacks.

Mr. Hartrey: Mia-mias.

Mr. RIDGE: They are not mia-mias,
they are bush shacks made out of old iron
=d anything they can find.

Mr. O’Connor: That is legal jargon.

Mr. Hartrey: They are much more ad-
vanced than the mia-mia.

Mr. RIDGE: I have been critical of this
situation for some time past. I was told,
“If you are critical of it, how would you
solve it?" I can guarantee with just a
small amount of money I could sclve it in
about two weeks and make them the hap-
piest old people in the Kimberley area.
I would provide them with accommodation
—probably not accommodation acceptable
to Aborigines here but acceptable to the
people at Fork Creek.

Mr. Brady: Does the shire council agree
to anything being erected there?

Mr. RIDGE: The shire council is carting
water; obviously it knows what is going
on. It is up to the Native Welfare Depart-
ment to do something for these old people.
As I have said, it would be a different
matter if they were younger. I suggest
perhaps we could build them spinifex
huts. Members will know what a spinifex
hut is. They have a metal or timber frame
covered with wire-netting and spinifex on
the top with more netting to hold it down.

Mr. Jamieson: Is spinifex any good to
keep the rain off in the wet season?
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Mr. RIDGE: That is a strange comment,.
To keep the rain off, some sisal is put over
the wire before the spinifex goes on. These
are cool buildings and one eould probably
be built for $100. Many people on the
native reservations could be put to work
picking spinifex, and then build the huts.
This would be a great contribution towards
the well-being of these old people, and
would be a 100 per cent. improvement on
their present quarters,

Prom there I would like to progress to
Fitzroy Crossing. Most members are aware
that about three years ago the pastoral
industry award was brought into effect.
Several people said then, “This is the
greatest thing to happen to the Aboriginal
people. It will give them a big lift up the
social ladder”. On the other hand, others
said, “This is probably the worst thing to
happen to the Aborigines and it wil! cause
a great influx of people into the estab-
lished towns.” Of course, time has proved
this last comment to be true.

For some reason the Native Welfare
Department refused to accept the fact that
there would be an influx of people into
the towns. The department said it would
wait until the award came into effect and
see the outcome, The result was that many
people who were employed by the pastora-
lists were put off during the wet season.
They were taken into the towns and
dumped,

In particular there were several hundred
people at Fitzroy Crossing who had no-
where to go. The Native Welfare Depart-
ment shepherded them to a treeless flat.
There was good reason for that because
Fitzroy Crossing becomes almost an island
in the wet. There were no toilets there:
no facilities of any kind. The department
provided them with tents and flys, but
those who arrived late did not even get
these. They finished up living in shan-
ties, bush huts, and various other shelfers.

I visifed Pitzroy Crossing in the wet on
ohe occasion, and it was soul-destroying
toc see these people, in the middle of a
thunderstorm, attempting to diz a drain
around their miserable humpies to stop
the rain gcing through znd destroying
their few helongings. This camp is three
miles from the schoo! and three miles
from the townsite.

Fortunaiely there are nursing sisters at
the Australian Inland Mission and it is the
duty of one girl to visit this area—it is
called a reserve—and see these people. She
tries to ensure they do the right thing for
their children. Members can imagine her
difficulty attempting to persuade people
livine like this to look after the health and
welfare of their children.

Once again, the Native Welfare Depart-
ment provided a tanker and it was the
responsibility of some person to take the
tanker to the mission, fil it with water,



[Friday, 3 December, 19711

and take it back. I called there on at least
two occasions and found the tank was
empty. Yet the sisters there are endeavour-
ing to get the moathers to see that water
for use in babies’ bottles, etc. is boiled. The
natives did not have any water at all
much of the time. They were carting it
from the river in billycans.

On the 13th November, 1969—almost 12
months after the pastoral industry award
came into effect and these Aborigines
started shifting into the town—a press
release in the “News of the NMorth” section
of The West Australian made the follow-
ing eomment under the heading of, “New
Settlement at Fitzroy Crossing”;—

The Native Weliare Department
plans to build three blocks of com-
munal showers, lavatories and laund-
ries, and at least 12 small cottages
for Aborigines in Pitzroy Crossing.

A department spokesman safd there
would be no building till the living area
had been resited.

The department was negotiating
with the Lands Department for an
arez which was not on the Aboriginal
reserve.

The crazy part about all this 1s that the
department announced its plans to erect
those buildings 12 months after the award
came into effect but before the department
could proceed 1t had to negotiate with the
Lands Department to acquire the land, In
the meantime several hundred Aborigines
were living there. Obviously they went an
camping without facilities. To pay due res-
pect to the department, it did provide a
couple of bore-hole toilets and bush
showers. However, they were not of much
use because there is no water.

I went back to Fitzroy Crossing in July
of this year, 24 years after the coming into
existence of the award—and bear in mind
that a large number of Aborigines still live
in Fitzroy Crossing-—and I was amagzed to
find that work still had not been com-
menced on the promised buildings. A hore
had been sunk, but it had not been equip-
ped with a pump or any sort of reticula-
tion system. So up to July of this year
the people were still living in the same old
mia-mias and with the same old bhore-hole
latrines, and go forth.

To my way of thinking this whole farci-
cal exercize was a monuaental bungle and
the Native Welfarc Department deserves no
credit whatsoever for taking 24 years to
do nothing, The only losers are the miser-
able people who are suhject to greater
poverty purely and simply as a result of
the further siep they have taken up the
social ladder—a step towards so-called
equality with the white people. No wonder
these Aborigines have chips on their
shoulders. I understand that work has
now commenced on the bulldings and. in
fact, they may be fairly close to completion.

- asked for.
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I would suggest that these Aborigines
should be supplied with more of the spini-
fex sheds I mentioned earlier. Most of these
people have lived on stations all their lives
and, quite frankly, some may have lived
under much worse conditions, However,
they are comparatively clean because
they have been brought up on stations.
Members wiil find that it is not uncommon
to go to the reserve and see an old lady
using a bush broom to sweep clean the
area within 30 feet of her hut or mia-mia.
These people would really appreciate the
provision of spinifex sheds. That is all they
want, and the sheds would suit their pur-
pose. They do not need to light fires Inside
because their cooking is all done in the
open. The huts are cool and would give
them an opportunity to sleep in the day-
time, something they cannot do In the
Native Welfare Deparimen{ tin huts.

Whilst I was at Fitzroy Crossing in June
in the company of the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare a couple of old Aboriginal
people approsched us and asked if we
would like to look at a small project they
had undertaken. The Minister was
delighted to accept, so we went along and
found three or four old fellows—probably
in their 60s, I would say—who had pre-
pared a site about 100 feet from the river.
They were huilding a fence running pa-
rallel with the river to close off an area
of about three acres. The fence posts
were all strainers of about 12 inches across.
It would take a Centurion tank to push
them over. The Aborigines manhandled
these posts into the holes, Their intention
was to start a garden to provide their own
people with vegetables, and they also in-
tended to sell vegetables in Fitzroy Cross-
ing and to the adjoining stations. All they
wanted was a pump and some piping so
that they could draw water from the river.

The Commissioner of Native Welfare
was with us, and he said he would see
what could be done. In the circumstances
I would have fallen over in my hurry to
obtain a pump and piping for those people.
Also, I would have gone to the pastoral
research station which is no more than
20 or 30 miles away and made sure that
officers of the station would go along to
advise and guide the Aborigines. Abori-
gines do not often show initiative and
when they do it is essential to take them
by the hand and help them in every way
possible.

I would be prepared to bet anything at
all that those people still have not received
the pump and piping—the one thing they
This is a case of killing what
initiative they had. Once again, no marks
whatsoever to the Native Welfare Depart-
ment.

I would like to turn now to Sunday
Island, which is at the top of King Sound
and about 70 miles from Derby as the crow
fles. Until about 10 years ago Sunday
Island was inhabited by a tribe of people
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known as Bardis. They were very happily
ensconced there. However, as a result of
financial difficulties the United Aborigines
Mission was forced to desert the area.
The Bardi people then began to shift to

the mainland. Most went to Derhby, and

a few went to Broome.

In those days—in 1959-60, or there-
abouts—settlements existed in the marshes
on the fringe of the town. There were
several hundred marsh dwellers there.
Many of those were Bardi pecople who had
maoved there from Sunday Island and built
iittie shanties. The Native Welfare Depart-
ment did not seem to be particularly inter-
ested in them, nor was anyone else for that
matter. Eventually the loca! authority de-
cided that something had to be done and it
sent photographs of the shanties to the
Minister for the North-West, the Minister
for Native Welfare, the Premier, and every-
one else it could think of. In the end
the department said it would try to help
out the people if they leil the area. So the
council put a bulldozer through the hovels
and the Aborigines were given accommoda-
tion on the native reserve,

However, they became people without an
identity. ‘Traditionally they were blue
water seafarers and fishermen and their
island existence had divorced them from
many of the social problems experienced
hy mainland natives. They were a proud
and happy tribe on Sunday Island, but
when they moved to the mainland and
were dumped on reserves they were com-
pletely out of their element. They were
even unable to associate peacefully with
the mainland Aborigines. Naturally they
were disillusioned with life in the white
society and they started drinking and mix-
ing with undesirable whites,

The skills and crafts which they had
acquired over centuries started to slip into
obscurity. They lost every bit of pride and
dignity they ever had and became the
greatest mob of drunks and bums one ever
laid eyes on, The daughters of some of
these fine old fellows became prostitutes
and the young men became drunkards
spending half their time in gaol.

One or two of the tribal elders could see
what was happening and realised what
island life meant to the tribe, so they tried
to get the people to go back to the island.
The only transport available was a couple
of aluminium dinghies. It is a 70-mile trip
across the sound to Sunday Island, and
there is a tidal rise and fall of 30 feet
twice a day. Trips to and from the island
were made time and again. Recently, one
of the boats capsized and one of the
occupants was not found, but the other
got away with his life,

Over the course of the last three years
these people have been drifting back to
Sunday Island. Then onto the scene came
a man named David Drysdale, of 67 years
of age and a totally incapacitated pen-
sioner. He was formerly a missionary and
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had. been on Sunday Island for some years
during the 1930s. He took a short trip to
quby to find out how these people were
going. He was so depressed at what he
saw that he was prepared to sell his house
in Perth, to which he and his wife had
retired, and to use the funds to re-
establish these people on Sunday Island.
He had a motorcar which he swapped for
a 22-foot hoat to get these people across
to Sunday Island. This person had nothing
to gain out of the exercise, except the
tatisfaction to see these Aboriginal people
regain their pride and independence. He
had nothing to work with, and what is
more nobody cared. The Department of
Native Welfare has known what he has
been trying to do for the past three years.

In response to this question I asked on
the 26th November—

In the last three years how many
times have officers from the Native
Welfare Department visited Sunday
Tsland?

The Minister replied—

None. There is no permanent settie-
ment, on the island and Bardi people
are in frequent contact with depart-
mental officers at Derby and Broome.

Mr. Jamieson: When were you last on
Sunday Island?

Mr. RIDGE: I have nof been there.

Mr. Hartrey: Can you speak the Wongi
language?

Mr. RIDGE: No, I can only speak the
language I am now using. This man,
David Drysdale, will die of a broken heart,
a broken pocket, and a broken spirit
unless somebody can convince someone in
authority that the culture, the traditions,
and the identity of a complete tribal group
are worth retaining.

To me the very fact that 160 people
want to return to Sunday Island is justi-
fication for giving them some guidance
and encouragement. I do not believe that
we should set the island up as a holiday
resort for people who want to bludge off
the old-age pension and the social service
payments. 1 helleve we should try to
make the settlement a self-supporting
community. With 160 people there are
many problems, but if we tell them they
have to make a go of the place for the
sake of the whole Aboriginal race I am
sure they will take up the challenge and
succeed.

If the Department of Native Welfare
does not have the funds or resources to
re-establish these people on Sunday Island
on some sort of commercial enterprise,
then the Government should make
approaches to Canberra for funds to sal-
vage the mess which has been created by
our own apathy and cur own indifference.
The black people are equally to blame for
the mess they are in, because too many of
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them are willing to sit on their backsides
and accept the genherosity of the white
pepple.‘ They have to learn that if some-
thing is worth having and hanging onto,
it is worth strlving and working for.

. Throughout my electorate-—perhaps this
is more applicable in mine than in other
electorates—are established native reserves.
Some of them are conspicuous in that they
are built on the main roads at the en-
trance to various towns, while others are
obscure and in out-of-the-way places. It
is easy to pet the impression that those
who established them had this in mind:
out of sight, out of mind. Some, like the
Teserve at FitZroy Crossing and that at
Fork Creek, are remote.

Generally they have one thing in com-
moen; they are a disgrace. They are a dis-
grace to the whites for tolerating them in
the condition in which they are in, and
they are a disgrace to the black peaple
who do not seem to have any desire to
lift their sights to more acceptable stand-
ards of living. These places are breeding
grounds for alcoholism, disease, despair,
anger, and crime. I suggest that on the
next cccasion when we go on a parlia-
mentary tour to the north, we forsake some
of the eivie receptions, and mix with the
Aboriginal people by having a few drinks
al the pubs with some of those who seem
to be intent on dragging their race down
the gutter. Then we should go to their
reserves and their homes, but we would
have to be careful that we do not stand
where they have been detecating. One
might ask the reason for this? Why
should they go right outside their own
home for this purpose? The reason is
that we have provided homes for these
people, but not toilets in the houses. Even
taps have not been installed in the houses.
All we have provided are little tin sheds
and we call them transitional homes.

I suggest that if we want to encourage
and teach the Aboriginal people to accept
our way of living, the first and most basic
training aid we should provide is a toilet in,
or adjacent to each home. The situation is
that a multitude of houses are scattered
around the reserves, and to each group is
allocated a toilet which may be 50 yards
or more away. External floodlichting has
been installed, but this is switched off at
a certain time. If the occupants of a
house get a call of nature in the middle of
the night, rather than stumble over a
boulder-strewn area for 100 yards or more,
when the floodlight is switched off, they
defecate around their houses.

Under those c¢ircumstances, is it any
wonder that a high incidence of infant
mortality, hookworm, hepatitis, and bowel
disorders occur? Is it any wonder that
white people become resentful of the black
people in view of their standard of living?
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Mr. Fletcher: Did you see the report in
this morning’s newspaper relating to the
comments of Mr. Beazley, the PFederal
member?

Mr. RIDGE: No.

Mr. Fletcher: He made a certain sugges-
tion, but his amendment was defeated in
the Federal House by 52 to 45 votes.

Mr. RIDGE: I am not concerned with
what Mr, Beazley said; I am concerned
with the Kimberley electorate, with the
Abopriginal people, and with Western Aus-
tralia doing something for them. I do not
care whether it is an omission of the
present, the previous, or any future Gov-
ernment. It is about time we did some-
thing for them, just as the Aboriginal
people should do something for themselves,

On the question of housing, I suggest it
is also about time we updated our pelicy
and gave the Aboriginal people the oppor-
tunity to decide where they want to live.
At present the policy is to build houses
in the town, and to reguire the Aboriginal
people to live there, whether they like it
or not. For almost three years I have been
trying to get the Department of Native
Welfare to build houses at Mowanjum
Mission where 200 or more Ahgriginal
people want to live. The same situation
applies almost everywhere in the Kimber-
ley. There is no point in takirg people
from Kalumburu and housing them in
wyndham—they would bhe completely out
of their element. The Government should
realise it will make these people far hap-
pier if it built houses where the people
want to live. Admititedly most of these
places are church missions; but that makes
no difierence.

1 do not know of any mission authority
which is not prepared to have some of its
land alienated and set aside as a townsite,
so that the department or some other body
could build homes for the Aboriginal
people, homes which they could eventually
own Lhemselves. We must concede that
if Aborigines want to live on missions,
they will have better places of abode than
their existing ones.

Mr. Brady: It is intended to hand aver
the houses at Mowanjum to the native
people.

Mr., RIDGE: I do not know what the
situation is at the moment but the ad-
ministration has suggested that they are
quite prepared to give the Aboriginal
people ownership of the land. I think
there may be some legal difficulty. We
siifl have to encourage the department to
build homes there because at the moment
it wants to build homes in the towns and
integrate these people.

Mr. Brady: In many cases the depart-
ment is building for its own officers.

Mr. RIDGE: Surely fo goodness they
need to have houses! On the other hand,
we go from the sublime to the ridiculous.
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We go from the tin sheds onh the reserves
to the $35,000 houses at Halls Creek. Those
houses are equipped with overhead fans, ofl
heaters, and all other modern comforts.
Surely to goodness, rather than spend
$30,000 on one house it would be bheftter
to spend $5,000 or $6,000 on five or six
houses,

We have to stop relying on the churches
which are at present providing homes and
various other necessitiess The Govern-
ment is not accepting its share of the re-
responsibility in relation fo those people.
If we are to help the Aboriginal people
we really have to start at the top where
policies are formulated. We have to en-
courage a departure from the narrow path
which rejects change simply because it
has not been proved successful.

We have to realise we are dealing with
human beings and if we have the situation
which exists at Fork Creek or Fitzroy
Crossing we should show we are dinkum
by slashing the red tape and getting on
with the job. If we do not have the will
or the resources to do the job properly
then we have to see if we ecan stir the
rational conscience by telling Canberra
that unless it is prepared to loosen the
purse strings it can have the whole darn
mess. If we continue as we have been
in the past we will never make any impact
on the Aboriginal problem which we have
in Western Australia.

_ Perhaps if the Federal Government had
the whole of the responsibility thrust onto
it we might get somewhere. If the
Aboriginal pegple want to he accepted in
the white communities, and enjoy the
same privileges and opportunities, they
have to learn to accept responsibility.
They will also have to shake the chip off
their shoulders and work towards a better
life for themselves. That is all I wish to
say on the Aboriginal problem.

I would now like to make a quick com-
ment on another matter. When I spoke
to the Address-in-Reply in August I
commented that a rise in shipping freights
appeared imminent. There was good
reason for my comment because prior to
that it had been reported that the State
Shipping Service had suffered a fairly
substantial loss. In the course of my
Address-in-Reply speech I appealed to the
Government to carry the burden of the
loss rather than pass it on to the people
in the nerth. The people in the north
were ailready battling to keep up with the
high cgst of living.

A few days after making that appeal to
the Government I was rather surprised
and pleased to read a comment in the
local newspaper published on the 1ith
Avgust, 1971. The heading was, “State
shipping charges, Cost rises not con-
sidered.” The article reads as follows:—

A rise in freight charges to northern
ports had not been considered by the
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Government or the State Shipping
Service, the Minister for Transport,
Mr. J. Dolan, said last week.

“And make that definite,” he said.

He was commenting on a statement
by Mr. Alan Ridge (Lib., Kimberley)
that everyone in the North wanted to
know if the State Shipping Service
deficit of $4 million would mean a rise
in freight costs.

The articie continues—

Mr. Dolan said: “We even expect
the situation to improve as the faster
unit-load ships start taking over next
month from the present out-moded
fleet.”

As a result of that statement I think it
was fair to expect that people in the
north would believe they could expect no
further increases in shipping freights, at
least in the current year. However, I sup-
pose just to illustrate that minisgerial
statements are only tools with which to
fool people, the Treasurer in{roduced his
Estimates end announced an increase of
$5 a ton in freight to the north.

As if that was not enough, he also said
the State Shipping Service would with~
draw from the Darwin run, and there
would be a cessation of the passenger ser-
vice. I ean appreciate the difficulty con-
fronting the Government., No Government
would feel happy about having to carry
such a substantial loss on a service which
aperated outside its territory.

On the other hand, we have an obliga-
tion to try to do something to help people
from Western Australia who have estab-
lished industrial enterprises in the Nor-
thern Territory. I am not completely
satisfied that every avenue was explored
before the Government announced its in-
tention to retire from the service. Perhaps
the action was taken with a view to jolt-
ing the Federal Government into reaching
a decision on assistance to the State Ship-
ping Service, so far as the Darwin service
was concerned,

If that was the motive—and it is
appreciated that it would be involved—it
did not have a favourable result. I hope
the all-party delegation to the Prime
Minister will be more successful. Also, T
would like to think that before .any other
State ship is sold, particularly the Kanga-
roo or the Koolama, the Government will
investigate the feasibility of operating an
express freight service between Fremantle
and Darwin. It is possible this could be
operated in conjunction with a trade ser-
vice to Indonesia. I understand the latter
is being investigated by the Government.

In suggesting the express service to
Darwin I believe it might be successful.
1 understand the ships operating under
the Coastal Shipping Commission lose 60
per cent. of their time in ports, so my
suggestion would be worth looking at. I
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think the Northern Territory waterside
workers should be expected to give some
assurance about keeping the service free
of industrial strife. That would not be an
unreasonable request because when it was
announced that the service would be with-
drawn a group of Northern Territory
businessmen said they would see if they
could charter an overseas ship. On that
occasion the waterside workers said that
if a ship was engaged for that purpose
they would almost{ guarantee that it would
not be subject to the same industrial strife
which probhably caused the State ships to
stop going to Darwin.

T was also pleased to note that the State
Shipping Service is reassessing the demand
for passages to the north-west and as a
result we will get another couple of runs,

The SPEAKER: The honoursble mem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. RIDGE: I know it is inevitable that
the State Shipping Service will have to
cease carrying passengers in the near
future, particularly as the unit-load ships
take over. Although this will be ¢of no
value to the Treasury, I think it is worth
noting that the people of the north have a
very strong affection for the State Ship-
ping Service, and the passenger service
which has been conducted over the years.
I think it has been operating for a period
of 58 years. It will be a sad day when the
service ceases,

MR. COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [3.29
pm.l: 1 wish to take this opportunity
to bring to the notice of the Government
some of the problems affecting a section of
the community in my area of Murchison-
Eyre. It is my intention to highlight one
of the number of difficulties which affect
pastoralists in the north-eastern area, the
Murchison area, and the goldfields.

The effect of the drought in those areas
has already heen outlined and publicised
but the subject with which I want to deal
has not been expressed vigorously enough
in the past; that is, the damage sustained
by pastoralists because of prospecting and
exploration work which is carried on by
mining companies.

Since I was elected in February there
has been much discussion about the action
that will be taken to help these pastoralists
to get some form of compensation, but as
nothing has happened as yet and the new
mining legislation has not been brought
down, I thought I would direct my re-
marks to this subject.

I think the mode of life of pastoralists
in this area has been very grievously af-
fected. My close association with the min-
eral fields in recent years has enabled
me to see at close quarters the perpetra-
tion of some gross injustices upon station
owners and their wives by mining com-
panies. It appears these injustices will be
very conveniently forgotten or . playved
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down. This should not be allowed to
happen. Every citizen is entitled to redress
should he be injured.

At the present time, the fortunes of wool-
growers are at a very low ebb, and thelr
itnpertance in the economy of this country
has undoubtedly receded in favour of min-
erals. But the woolgrower will always
be a dynamic factor in this country’s pro-
gress and he is entitled to recognition. His
contribution to the wealth of this country
has been very well outlined, and we now
have an opportunity to repay his efforts
by at least undertaking to examine the
claims for justice from this section of the
community.

I can understand that because of the
sudden upsurge of activity in mineral ex-
ploration there were bound to be some
people who indiscriminately entered these
areas, without appreciating the rights of
woolgrawers and the difficulties with which
they have had to contend in the develop-
ment of their properties. I do not wish
to go into the rights and wrengs of the
indignities that have been suffered by these
people; they have been well aired by news-
papers and in deputations, and so on, But
no action has been taken and time is get-
ting short. The injustices still remain and
there must be a settling or at least an
attempt at settling in order to see that
justice is done,

An investizating body should be formed
to look into the matter of compensation.
I am referring now to permanent damage
or aamage which prohibits the pursuit of a
livelihcod—damage to fences, roads, tanks,
and so on. Fences must be attended to
right away, otherwise sheep will escape
or die. These routine operations of a
statlon have been disregarded and inter-
rupted by exploration teams.

Now that the boom has ended and the
searches are continuing along more sober
lines, the casualties are appearing. While
there was a boom in mining there was a
bust in wool, and some pastoralists are
now running their properties part time,
taking jobs either in the towns or on ad-
jacent exploration areas. Some of these
people consider themselves very fortunate
to be able to take up part-time jobs which
enable them to stay on their properties.

The area which I think has been the
hardest hit is south of Wiluna and north
of Leonora. There has been very active
mineral exploration in that area, which
includes Mt. Keith, Albion Downs, Yaka-
bindie, Leinster Downs, and Sturt Meadows.
These stations are on a belt of country
through which runs a magnetic anomaly.
In most cases the homestead is very close
to the mining activity and in nearly all
cases the anomaly runs right through the
centre of the property, and this causes
great hardship in trying to run an effective
operation.
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In my opinion, Mt. Keith is the hardest
hit of all. The magnetic anomaly runs
almost right through the centre of the
station, and right from the outset of the
discovery—which, incidentally, was made
by the owner of the station, Mr,. Jim Jones
—it has been impossible for the station to
continue producing wool. The whole area
was overrun by survey teams, ‘drilling
teams, geologists, and promoters, and the
homestead was besieged day and night by
callers who wanted to make use of the
telephone or make some jnquiries. There
has been a rumour that this station has
now been sold to mining interests, but
the situation of the Jones family is unique.
Through no fault of their own, members
of the family have been denied the right
to run their own property without inter-
ference.

Imagine the frustration of these people
in trying to carry on! I think it is three
years since the first mineral discoveries
were made at Mt. Keith. The family has
been waiting for some action to assist
them in making some decisions about their
future and to receive some form of com-
pensation.

A similar situation is occurring at the
present time at Leinster Downs, where the
latest major strike by Seleast is being
explored. As this operation develops, the
wool production of the station will decline
until it is no longer a viable business. The
Selcast operation is a very big one and at
the present time there are something like
i15¢ to 200 men on the station. The scene
of operations is about six miles east of the
homestead but the teams that are explor-
ing the station interfere a good deal with
its operation.

Only recently a drilling team moved
into the area to conduct a drilling pro-
gramme. In order to reach the area in
which they were interested, members of
the team had to ge down along the fence
line, which is normally used only for the
servicing of windmills. A large truck with
huge equipment on it went down the fence
line for 27 miles, and the protrusions on
the truck and equipment damaged the
fence, necessitating refencing for six
miles. It was also necessary to remuster
the sheep in those paddocks, which took
five men five days to do. The owher
worked out the total cost at about $648.
He was one of the fortunate ones because
his son suspected who were the villains
in the piece and he very quickiy went off
and got an admission from them that they
would accept responsibility. Last week the
claim was paid.

. There are many instances of the same
thing happening but no-one will accept
responsibility and the pastoralists them-
selves have to foot the bill. The foregoing
_are two instances where consideration
should be given to finding ways and means
to compensate people for their losses.
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There are many others to a lesser degree,
For example the Poseidon operation at
Mt. Windarra caused hardly any excite-
ment at all in the area, because it was
located on the extremities of two proper-
ties and, as a result, nobody was really
affected.

In the early stages of its operation the
company used the water points of the
Laverton Downs area and a fairly amicable
arrangement was entered into. Most of
the big companies seem to work very
amicably together with the pastoralists.
The major companies have now arrived at
a point where everything is relatively
peaceful, but in the past this was not
always the case. Because of the recession
in mining the mining companies are
settling down into a straightout operation
in which everybody in the area will take
part in a much happier way.

In my maiden speech I referred to the
question of compensation being given to
pastoralists and I suggested that $10 of
the lease rental might be returned to the
pastoralist for each claim pegged on his
property.

This suggestion could of course be en-
larged upon because it would provide that
those on whose properties the greatest
amount of activity takes place would re-
ceive a greater benefit and compensation.
Some of the properties have as many as
300 or 400 claims pegged and although
many claims have been forfeited tnis
would mean that $3,000 or $4,000 a ycar
could be paid to the pastoralist to com-
pensate him for the interference that is
taking place to his livelihcod. At the
moment the pastoralists are going through
a difficult period and I would ask the
Government to give some consideration to
their plight and help them to re-establish
themselves. 1 ask the Government to
indicate what action is contemplated to
overcome some of the inegualities affeciing
the areas to which I have referred.

Another problem which affects my area,
a5 it does other areas in a similar posi-
tion. is that of education. I do not wish to
dwell too long on this matter but the two
important aspects of the education system
in the Murchison area are the living-away-
from-home allowance and the supervisor's
allowance.

These allowances ate much too meagre
to permit the peaple to conduct the
necessary educatlon of their children, On
several statlons I visited recently I was
able to see at first-hand a lady trying to
teach three children on the School of the
Air. T happened to get there at 10.00
a.m. which was I suppose the most critical
time because at that time children of
various ages have to take their turn on
the School of the Air at diferent sessions.
The mother, while tryinz to cope with
the supervision of these children, must.
also Jook after the morning tea, prepare



[Friday, 3 December, 1971]

the lunch, and take part in the other
activities that are necessary between
meals.

The amount of work that must be done
by the mother In this regard is too much
of a burden for her and it means, of
course, that she must catch up with her
routine duties at the weekend.

I think it is unjust to expect mothers
to accept these burdens indefinitely. The
amount of $200 contributed to such people
by way of subsidy and as supervisor’s
allowance is much too small. I think it
could be raised to $260 per chlld and this
still would not be sufficient, because the
pastoral people themselves must contribute
to the well-being of the supervisors; they
must feed them and provide them with
accommodation, Accordingly $250 per child
would not be an unreasonable figure.

The other aspect to which I have re-
ferred—that of the living-away-from-
home allowance—is one which is belng
vigorously attacked at the moment. A
group has been formed in New South
Wales and the activitles of that group
have now gained support in this State. I
think we will hear a lot more shout their
sctivities In the near future.

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.05 p.an.

Mr, COYNE: Before the suspension I
‘was saying that the living-away-from-
home allowance granted to the parents of
children living in remote areas is insuffi-
cient, In years past, when the pastoral
industry was flourishing, most of the
parents in these parts had no hesitation
in giving their chiidren the best of educa-
tion, but these days, because of the
reverses that have heen met by those In
the industry, and as a result of a deter-
ioration in their financial position, they
are unable {o continue educating their
children at the same level. Therefore,
some other alternative should be found to
enable thelr children to recelve a good
education.

The best solution would be to provide
regional hizh school haostels, I know that
such a suggestion was investigated pre-
viously. I think at one stage the establish-
ment of a hostel at Kalgeorlie was con-
sidered. hut eventually it was not approved.
Now that a third-year school is to be
bullt at Meekatharra I would suggest that
a small hostel could be erected there.
Meeckatharra serves a wide area and the
town itself will keep on growing. The
junior high school could serve hoth the
Cue and Mt. Magnet areas. I appeal to the
Government to think along these lines.

Before concluding, I would point out
that the general situation in the Murchi-
son area s very poor. Many of the people
in the Mt. Magnet area are supported by
the Hill 50 gold mine, but it 1s extremely

“doubtful whether that mine will be able

to continue, and when families leave the
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district their places are taken by single
men and the business people in the area
are suffering as a result. The Cue district
is also on the decline, Now that the mining
hoom has passed these mining towns have
been leit in a worse position than they
were before. The Hill 50 gold mine cannat
survive much longer unless there is a rise
in the price of gold. I conclude my remarks
on that note,

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Harman.

fcontinued on page 858.)

QUESTIONS (14): ON NOTICE
1 MIDLAND AND ROEB JETTY
ABATTOIRS
Second Shift
Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has the possibility of operating a
second shift at both Midland abat-
toirs and Robb Jetty mieat works
been considered?

If so, what were the findings of
the deliberations?

What objections or impediments
are there to conducting multiple
shifts at the abovementioned
works?

Mr, JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evang)
replied:
(1) Yes.

P A
el

(2)

3

The operation of a second shift
was not considered to be feasible.
The major impediment in operat-
ing a multiple shift system would
be the necessity to increase pre-
sent chilling and by-produets fac-
ilities to cope with the additional
kill. Existing slaughtering and in-
spection staff would also require
to be doubled and additional
amenities provided for these men,
If a multiple shift system was in-
troduced, significant difficulties in
carrying out essential works main-
tenance would also arise.

3)

2. POLICE
Albaeny: Female Oficer
Mr. COOK, to the Minister represens-
ing the Minister for Police:

(1) Has any decision been made re-
lating to the appointment of a
female police officer for Albany?

If so, when is she expected to take
up her duties?

If (1) is "No” when is a decision
likely to be made?

BICKERTON replied:

Yes.

Within the next fortnight.
Answered by (1),

(2}

(¥}

Mr.
1)
(2)
(3)
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SPECIAL ROAD FUND
GRANTS

Shires in Roe Eleclorate
W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Works: .

(1)

(2)

Mr.

(1)

2)

4.

Have any special road fund grants
heen made te the Shires of
Ravensthorpe, Gnowangerup, Lake
Grace and Nyabing-Pingrup to
repair roads damaged by flood-
water in the recent storms?

If so, what amounts have been
allocated to each of the above
shires?

JAMIESON replied:

No. However, a preliminary
assessment has been carried out
by officers of the Main Roads De-
partment in liasion with council
officers, and consideration is being
given to the allocation of funds to
assist with repairs to roads dam-
aged by floodwaters. In the mean-
time the councils are proceeding
with urgent repairs.

Answered by (1).

EDUCATION

Boarding-away-from-home Allowance

Mr.

W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Education:

Mr.

Further to the answer to question
1 of 17th November, 1971, is he
able to advise what the living-
away-from-home allowances will
be for 19727

. ‘T. D. EVANS replied:

Up to the
end of the
3rd year

Upper

zZone scheool

$
310
250

$
260
210

North of 26th perallel
South of 26th parallel

GRAIN POOL
Profits
STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Mr.

In view of the fact that the grain
pool surplus transferred fo re-
serve fund increased from $21,000
in 1969-90 to $222,000 in 1970-T1,
would he state the profit on each
of the pools, voluntary and com-
pulsery, for the year 1970-71°7

JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans:

replied:

There is no profit made on any
pool.

The oats pool is conducted on the
hasis of recovery of costs.

The barley pool is canducted for
1.1 cents per bushel. (This rate
has not changed in 14 years but
receivals have increased).

6.

Mr.

Surpluses are transferred fo the
reserve and losses met from the
reserve.

1970-171 figures are as follows:—

Surplus from grain pool nvest-

ments 17,360
Surplus from Australlan wheat
board agencles ... 13,188
sSurplus from conductlng barley
pool .. ... 206,515
Surplus from conduct.ing oats
poo " Nil
237,063
Less— S
Loss och management of
linseed pool .. 4,211
Loss on management of
small seeds pool . 3,441
Leoss on management ot
rapeseed pool ... . 1,917
14,569
Transferred to reserve .. $222,404

POLICE
Incapacity: Compensation
HARTREY, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Police:

Ar,

7.

What entitlement has an ex-mem-

ber of the police force to payment

for—

(a) loss of earnings;

(b} cost of medical treatment;
and

(¢) costs of hospitalisation,

resulting from recurrence of in-

capacity for work due to personal

injury by accident sustained in

the ecourse of his former empioy-

ment a5 a policeman?

BICKERTON replied;

The medical benefits referred to
which are available to serving
police officers do not continue
when a member retites or resigns.

ABATTOIRS

Financial Assistance for Establishment

Mr,

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Development and Decentralisation:

L

2)

(3)

How many inquiries have been
received by the Department of
Development and Decentralisation
for assistance teo establish abat-
toirs and the upgrading of exist-
ing abattoir facilities, and from
which shire area?

Has the department agreed to any
form of assistance to those men-
tioned in (1), and, if so, would
details be given as to what extent?
Does the Government intend to—
(a) assist;

(b) establish,

abattoirs in the metropolitan area
or country areas and, if so, where,

and at what stage are the develop-
ments to date?



4)

(L)

2)

3

(4)

Mr.
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I "Yes” to (3) what is the expect-
ed capacity of each, and when can
commencement of operation be
anticipated?

. GRAHAM replied:

Porty-two inquiries have been re-
ceived by the department during
the past two years.

Towns and shires concerned are—
Albany (2); Boyup Brook (2);
Broome (2); Bunbury; Carnarvon
{(2), Exmouth; FEsperance (3);
Gingin; Geraldton; Katanning
(2); Kulin; Kojonup (2); Koorda;
Murray; Margaret River (3);
Manjimup; Merredin (2); Narro-
gin; Port Hedland; Plantagenet;
Rockingham; Roebourne; Swan
Guildford; Toodyay, Wanneroo;
Wickepin; Wagin, Wyalkatchem;
Wyndham (2); and the metro-
politan area.

Yes.

Katanning—Southern Meat Pack-
ers Ltd. Government guarantee—
$800,000,

Wyndham meatworks—Govern-

ment guarantee—$660,000.

Gibson’s Abattoirs (Carnarvon—-

Government guarantee—$25,000.

(a) A decislon on assistance to
some of the projects men-
tioned in the answer to gues-
tion (1) is dependent on &
number of factors, including
the completion of feasibility
studies and investigation by
departmental officers on econ-
omic viability.

{b) Considerable funds are re-

quired to establish abattoirs
and at this stage no new
Government-owned works are
proposed.
However, extensions and up-
grading are currently being
undertaken at Midland and
W.A. Meat Exports.

Midland 12,500 sheep and lambs
a day, W.A. Meat Exports 6,000
sheep and lamhbhs a day by 30th
June, 1972,

In addition the overall position
will be impraved by the through-
put of Katanning, which will be
1,260,000 sheep and lambs per
annum from mid-1872 onwards.

EDUCATION
Roleystone School
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

1)

30

How many students attend the
Roleystone school now and how
many are anticipated to commence
at the beginning of the 1872
school year?

(2)

3}

(4)

(t))

(8)

M

)

)

)

What buildihg programme is
planned for that school during
19722

Has the Roleystone parents and
citizens’ association made applica-
tion for assistance to create a
school oval and ground improve-
ment?

If so, what is the—

(a) date of application;

{b) nature of request;

(e} cost involved?

When is it expected—

(a) to approve the plan;

(b) to approve the subsidy?

Has any additional site or sites
been selected for a further prim-
ary schoo! or schools in the Roley-
stone area?

If (6) is “No'" will this precaution
for the future provision of schools

and grounds for the area be taken
now?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

206 enrolled at 1st August, 1971.
220 pupils estimated to be en-
rolled at the beginning of the 1972
school year.

No permanent buildings but a de-
mountable will be provided during
the year if required.

A landscape development plan was
forwarded to the school. There is
no record at the Education De-
partment of any furiher applica
tion for assistance.

(4> and ¢5) Not applicable.
(6) Yes.

T

Mr.

Not applicable,

SCIENTOLOGY
Repeal of Act
MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Health:

(

(2)

(3)

(4)

In view of the statement by the
Deputy Premier during Parlia-
mentary debate that when a Labor
government is elected, high on the
list of priorities will be the repeal
of the Scientology Act 1968, will
the Government honhour the prom-
ise contained in this statement to
repeal the Act?

Has he or the Government asked
for and/or obtained a report ang
recommendation from the Director
of Mental Health in this subject
of possible repeal of the Act?

If so, what is the substance of
the report or recommendation?

If (2) is “No" will the Govern-
ment ask for such report and
recommendation, if it has the
intention to repeal the Act?
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Mr., JAMIESON (for Mr. Davies)

replied:

{1} The matter will receive the con-
sideration of Cabinet in due
course.

(2) No.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) Yes.

10. YUNDURUP CANALS DEVELOPMENT
Government Guaraniee

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Premier:
Does the $1,750,000 loan and guar-
antee to the Yundurup canals pro-
ject cover only the cost of dredg-
ing, earthwork and necessary
works for getting the building
blocks, canals and roads to a stage
where the various conditions are
fulfilled and consequently the
blocks can he sold, or does it
cover the cost of previously pro-
jected additional projects such as
golf links, hotel building, ete,

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The guaranteed loan does not
cover the additional projects
listed.

11. STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS
Refund

Mr, W. A. MANNING, to the Treas-
urer:

(1) Referring to applications for re-
fund of receipts duty, are all types
of primary production included
under ‘“new goods produced or
manufactured”?

Are there any goods whatever on
which a refund will not be made?

If so, what are these?
. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes, provided the goods are pro-
duced in Australia.

Yes.
Second-hand and imported goods.

(2)

&)

1

2)
)

12, MEAT
Export of Lamb

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is the Australian Meat Board
guaranteed minimum of 18% cents
F.AS. for BSeptember, October,
November, designed to assist in
setting a minimum price to the
export fat lamb producer?

If so, will he indicate whether the
scheme this year has been success-
ful in achieving its aims as far as
the producer is concerned?

(2)
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(3) If "No” to (2) will he request the
Australian Meat Board to revise
the scheme to ensure that the
export lamb producer receives the
financial benefit?

Mr. JAMIESON (for Mr. H. D. Evans)

replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) Yes, in regard to lambs

forwarded directly from producers
for sale on consignment to .the
United Kingdom.
The Australian Meat Board is,
however, re-examining the scheme
in relation to lambs not forwarded
directly by producers,

13, WATER SUFPPLIES
Explorafion on Pastoral Properties

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) What protection is offered pastor-
alists from private hydrological
survey teams who invade proper-
ties and conduct their operation
without consulting the owners or
leaseholders of these properties?
What action can a pastoralist take
to prevent the use and transport, of
large quantities of water from his
water points to nearby camps and
drilling sites?

‘What compensation rights does an
owner have if existing water
supply points are reduced to a level .
where livestock and homesteads
suffer because of the increase in
salinity due to exploratory deeper
drilling operation in adjacent
localities?

. JAMIESON replied:

These questions seek expressions
of law which I consider I am not
competent to answer,

(2)

&)

14. T'his question was posiponed.

APPROFRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading
Dcbate resumed from an earlier stage
of the sitting.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [4.18
pm.]: I rise mainly to make some fairly
brief comment on the Yundurup scandal
and the possibility of misapprapriation of
public funds by way of guarantee.

I have spoken to many people in the
metropolitan ares in recent days regarding
this matter and not one of them has not
expressed extreme concern about the un-
savoury precedent set by the Government.
Quite frankly I sincerely believe that none
of the Brand Government's negotiations
could possibly have rendered the present
Government responsible for any mortgage
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of funds whatever. In guaranteeing this
project the Government is hanging its hat
on a very thin peg,

This projeet chased funds not only
throughout ‘Australia, but throughout the
rest of the world and was unable to per-
suade anyone to provide finance. No
finance company was prepared to finance
the project, mainly for two reasons. The
first was because of the value of the land;
and the second was because the cash flow-
back would not support the project. Con-
sequently it is difficult to understand why
the Government would support a project
such as this.

The Government and the taxpayer stand
to gain nothing at all if a multi-million
gain is made on the project, but if the
project makes a loss the Government will
lose every cent it has guaranteed.

Mr. Jamieson: We would not gel any-
thing?

Mr. O'CONNCOR: We would get a bill.

Mr. Jamieson: If it is a success we will
not get anything?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Only our money back.

Mr. Jamieson: I think we might get
a little land tax and a few other ifems
like that,

Mr. O'CONNOR.: That may be so, but
the Government would get the land tax
in any case, without this guarantee. This
situation is scandalous and represents a
very unsavoury precedent.

Mr. Jamiesoti: The whoie Yundurup pic-
ture was secandalous.

Mr, O'CONNOR.: Not until the change of
Gavernment.

Mr. Jamieson: Not only that part, but
the delta, too. It will be straightened out
though.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am speaking specifi-
cally about the guarantee. The Govern-
ment has endeavoured to pull the wool
aver the eyes of every member here, and
the public. I wani to say quite empha-
tically that the Brand Government did
nothing to warrant this Government’s
action ih guaranteeing a mortgage of this
kind.

Mr. Jamieson: What about all the holes
that would have been left?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Every land project has
problems and many are held up for longer
periods than was the case with this pro-
ject.

Mr. Jamieson: When did you last see
it? .

Mr. O'CONNOR.: A certain party pulled
the wool over the Government'’s eyes.

Mr. Jamieson: Not at all. I was not

going to be faced with the filling in of
those canals.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: No. The Minister was
only concerned with paying out the tax-
payers' funds.

Mr. Jamieson: Af least we have a chance
of not having to expend any more,

Mr. O'CONNOR: This is a shocking
scandal and I certainly would never have
agreed to it had I been a member of
Cabinet.

Mr, Jamieson: The member for Floreat—

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am speaking and I
would appreciate it if the Minister would
allow me to do so. If he wishes he can
make a speech later. I hope he will.

Mr. Jamieson: I have never been beyond
doing that. You know that.

Mr, OCONNOR: I am expressing my
views and I am expressing them strongly.

Mr. Jamieson: Why didn't you express
ttllem as strongly in Cabinet in the first
place?

Mr, O'CONNOR: We never spoke of a
guarantee.

Mr, Jamieson: Why not object to the
principle of the thing?

Mr. O'CONNOR: 1 am objecting now to
the fact that the Government has given
the guarantee. I think this is shocking and
I wish to say so, I commenced by saying
I desired to be brief, but if the Govern-
ment wants to keep me on my feet a bit
longer, I will be quite happy to oblige.

We stand to gain nothing from this pro-
jeet, but to lose everything, Of the
$1,'750,000 a, sum of $640,000 has been paid
out for work already done, and the balance
is to be spent on future works. For what?
When we contemplate the situation we
realise it ts to be spent on land apparently
purchased initially some five years ago for
$2,000, Some 300 lots have been advertised
at something like $10,0600 a block. This
represents a tremendous profit and here
the Government 1s condoning It by sup-
porting the project by giving a guarantee.
The amount guarahteed represents 875
times the value of the land purchased
five years ago.

Mr. Jamieson: And we will not pay a
cent of it.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister says the
Government will not have to pay any-
thing. How does he know?

Mr. Jamieson: You say we will,
opinion is as good as yours.

Mr. Rushton: Why doesn’t the Gov-
ernment give the facts?

Mr. Graham: We are cleaning up the
mess you made.

Mr. ©O'CONNOR: The Government
should not support extreme speculators,
as these people are. Let me say that this
is not the only project in which they have
been involved, and the Government should

My
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not support them. They are in the pro-
ject to make a profit on high-priced
blocks. The average ingdividual will cer-
tainly not be able to afford one. The only
way the average person will be affected

is by having to pay out through the Gov-
ernment. -

It is hard to understand how the Gov-
ernment could assist large speculators to
develop a property which cost them
$2,000, but which the Government is
guaranteeing for such a large amount. I
have been asked why I believe the pro-
ject was doomed. If it was not, why
would not any finance company or
organisation support it? Finance com-
panies are looking for profit all over the
place and if a profit is to be made they
will be in it, But no-one would take this
project on, They were not foolish enough,
but the Government was because it has
stepped in and taken over. This is very
unfortunate.

When the Premier replied to & question
that was asked, 1 sald “Rubbish.” How-
ever his replies certainly leave some rcom
for doubt and when we consider the
O.F.G.A. we realise it has been established
and organised by members of the ALP.
and T.L.C. It iz all very well for the Minis-
ter for Works to laugh. He knows this is
the case.

Mr. Jamieson: If it had not been for
them we would have won four more seats
at the last election.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister will not
deny that members of the A L.P. support-
ed it.

Mr. Jamleson: Supported it? Go on! I
have heard everything now.

Mr. O'CONNOR: One of the individuals
sent to start it was a Mr. Latter whom
the Minister knows very well.

Mr. Jamieson: I know him.

Mr. O'CONNOR: My word the Minister
does.

Mr. Jamieson: I know you tco. This is
one of those things in life. We get to
know people.

Mr. Rushton: ¥You backed the wrong
horse.

Mr. Jamieson: We never supported them.
Mr. Nalder: They had a deal with you.

Mr. Court: The pay-off is coming now
in the abattoirs project.

Mr. OQ'CONNOR:: We all know of the in-
cident at Yundurup, and we all know of
the pay-off on the abattoirs. We also all
know that a couple of transport people
will! not have any warrants issued against
them. This is also undesirable, and I could
name these people.

Mr. Jamieson: Well, name them.
Mr, O'CONNOR: One is a man by the

name of Ladd. The Minister'’s Govern-
ment has issued instructions that no
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warrant is to be issued against him, The
other is Trainor from Armadale who was
a candidate at the last election and who
gave the CGovernment his preferences.

¢ Mr. Graham: What party did he stand
or?

Mr. O'CONNOR: He was helping the
ALP,

Mr. Graham: That is no crime, surely.

Mr. O'CONNCR: He had talks with the
Premier. I do not know whether he is
the Government's adviser on transport. I
think he might be because he has also
gone bankrupt. ‘

Under this Government a tremendous
increase in unemployment has occurred
in this State,

Mr. Graham:
tralia.

Mr, O’'CONNOR.: It is worse in this State,
and if the Minister looks at the latest
statistics he will crawl under the table
and apologise.

Mr. Jamieson:
was in Fehruary.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Just wait until next
Pebruary! If it is worse next Y¥ebruary
than last February, will the Minister re-
sign?

Mr. Jamieson: No, Don't be so stupid.

Mr. O°CONNOR: Of course not, because
the Minister knows that in February &
large influx of school children comes onto
the employment market. This influx will
occur again next February and the un-
employment situation will be worse than
it has been for many years. I venture to
suggest it will be in excess of 2 per cent.

Mr. Jamieson: One of the best knockers
in the business, you are,

Mr. O'CONNOR: We were getting jobs
for these people. They did not have the
troubles they have now. What has hap-
pened to their take-home pay? It is less
because there is less overtime and quite a
few of them do not get any at all because
there is less employment, I blame the
Government for this because it has
knocked everyone. The Government blames
the Commonwealth and yet this Gov-
ernment has had great handouts—bhetter
than any other Government.

Mr. O'Neil: It has $5,000,000 of housing
money still unallocated. We allocated it
in July every year.

Several speakers interjected.
The SPEAEKER: Order!

Mr, OQ'CONMOR: A fairly desperate
position exists in this State in the building
industry which is at a fairly low ebb. The
Government should do something about
that.

Mr. Jamieson: Try to get yourself a
tradesman tomorrow morning and see how
you get on.

Right throughout Aus-

It is no worse than it
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I would have no
problem.

Mr. Jamieson: You try.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If I tried to get

employment for one of them, then it would
be a different posttion altogether.

Two groups in Western Australia are
facing problems at the moment: one is
the building trades’ employees and the
other is pensioners. The Government s
not giving either of these groups any care
or consideration. They are certainly not
receiving much consideration from this
Government.

Mr. T. D, Evans: They are receiving
more consideration than they recetved
from your Government.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I belleve we should do
something in both these flelds.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What did you do for
pensioners?

Mr. OCONNOR: I ask the Minister to
wait a moment and to speak later if he
wishes. The Minister has that opportunity
and I hope he will allow me the oppor-
tunity to speak now. As I have sald, we
should try to help both the building indus-
try and pensioners.

Instead of guaranteeing an organisation
out to make profit, why does not the
Government guarantee $1,750,000 to build
flats for pensioners? The greatest need
would probably be for single pensioner
accommodation. In this way we would not
only have accommeodation for pensioners
but also employment for the building
industry.

I ask the Government to give serious
consideration to this request, because help
in both directions is desperately needed.
Surely the Government cannot say it is
short of funds if it is putting this kind of
money into a speculative venture.

Mr. Graham: We are not putting any
money out.

Mr. Court: You will.

Mr, Jamieson: When we do the Opposi-
tion can harp but until then it should
remain silent.

Mr. O'CONNOR,:: The Minister has said
he is not putting money out. I am not
asking him to put it out, but fo guarantee
accommodation units for pensioners and
work for the building industry in the same
way as the Government has guaranteed a
project to be undertaken by a speculative
organhisation,

Mr. Jamieson: Put up & proposition.
It should be “money up” or 'shut up.”

Mr. O'CONNOR: If the Minister {5 pre-
pared to accept this proposition 1 will
bring the people to him. Will he give a
Government guarantee? I approached the
Premier a few months ago with a proposi-
tion from people who wished to buy Can-
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terbury Court. The Premier replied that
the Government. was not interested because
the price was not right at that time. He
did not even want to know what the price
was. ‘The people concerned, however, were
prepared to pay a good price.

Mr. Jamieson: What has this to do with
single-unit quarters?

Mr. O'Neil: It has to do with proposi-
tions.

Mr. O'CONNOR: During the 12 years we
were in Government everything went
smoothly and people were much happier
than they are today. This fact was surely
indicated by the Ascot by-election. When
this matter was mentioned previously the
Minister asked whether the Liberals gained
an increase in their vote. Of course, he
was looking at the figures upside down.

Mr. Jamleson: So were you. You were
listening to a bank clerk who was glving
figures.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Does the Minisker re-
fute that the Liberals galned &n increased
vote?

Mr. Jamieson: There was not a greab
percentage increase over what was pre-
viously received.

Mr. O'CONNCR: Was it 10 per cent?

Mr. Jamieson: Nowhere near it.

Mr. Court: Had it been a general elec-
tion, it would not have been possible to
fit all the Liberal members in on the other
side.

Mr. Jamieson: Rubbish and nonsense.

Mr. Graham: Hoping, hoping, hoping.

Mr. O"CONNOR,: Did the AL.P. gain an
increase in their vote at the Ascot by-elec-
tion?

Mr. Jamieson: Of course it did not. It
always receives a lesser vote when the over-
all total vote is down.

Mr, O'CONNOR: This Government will
go down in history as the “putty Govern-
ment.” Push it one way and it goes some-
where else!

Mr. May: Always on the move.

Mr. Jamieson: That is more than your
Government could say.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The present Govern-
ment has been called, “a-blue-a-day Gov-
ernment.” Of course, if the “blues” are
of the order of $1,750,000, such as the
Yundurup canals proposition, it will not
be long before the Government is in tre-
mendous trouble.

Mr. Jamieson: You have been listening
to the member for Floreat too much, but
forgetting that he has a vested interest
in the area in question.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I have expressed my
objections to the unsatisfactory situation
which exists in respect of both pensloners
and the building industry. I have done
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this not only on my own behzlf but on
behalf of the many people who have
spoken to me.

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.34 p.m.1: As we are
drawing near the end of the general debate
on the Estimates—

Mr, Bickerton: Is that a tip?

Mr. COURT: —I thought I would like
to say a few words.

Mr. Jamieson: Not about Hancock and
Wright, I hope.

Mr. COURT: If I may do something
which is unusual in this session, I should
like to talk for a little while about the
Budget. In spite of the calamity howling
on the part of the Government and all its
efforts to blame everyone but itself, it so
happens the Government has available a
record Budget,

Mr. O'Neil: That is right.

Mr. COURT: In fact, the Treasurer
boasted of this. I do not think we have
talked encugh about the Budget, and it
will not do any harm to do so.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It is a change to hear
somehody discuss the Budget.

Mr, COURT: If we were to listen to
members of the Government from the Pre-
mier down the assumption would be that
the State is impoverished and has less
money than it has had for years when,
in point of fact, it has a record Budget.
This is partly due to the great generosity
on the part of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. To its credit, it gave money to
the present Government which it would
not give to our Government. Further,
this changed attitude came within a matter
of a few weeks. If this is not evidence
of a Federal Government which wants to
be fair I do not know what is. Look at
the assistance the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has given to South Australia,
where there is another Labor Government.
This indicates the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is fair in its approach to all the
States and does not consider allocations
in a party-political atmosphere,.

Mr. Bickerton: It is a change for you
to be on the side of the Commonwealth.

Mr. COURT: I believe it would be worth-
while, particularly for the newer members
of this House who have no experience of
State Budgets, to study some of the com-
ments made by the Auditor-General, par-
ticularly the preliminary remarks in his
report. As we know, the situation of the
Audifor-General is quite different from
other Government officials. He is, in fact,
an officer of this Parliament and his re-
port is therefore tabled by the Speaker and
not by the Premier.

We have learnt to place a g}eat deal
of importance on the independence of the
Auditor-General. I invite members—par-
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ticularly newer members, as I have sald
—to read at least the first few pages of
his report, even if they do not read the
rest. They should do this to establish
in their minds the sohering fact that, so
far as the Government is concerned, and
in spite of what it has said to the contrary,
it inherited a very sound financial position.
The whole tenor of the Auditor-General's
remarks and all of the facts set out in the
fizures substantiate the statement that the
Government inherited a very strong and
sound financial position.

This is what my leader said to the peoble
when he was Premier. It is what he has
said since he has been Leader of the Oppo-
sition. However, for some exiraordinary
reason the Government has been getting
away with murder by indicating to the
people that it inherited tremendous finan-
cial problems and a bankrupt Treasury.
No Government in the history of Western
Australia eame into power with such a
good financial position as the Tonkin Gov-
ernment.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do you deny the effect
of the national wage decision?

Mr. COURT: No-one would deny that.
We tried to tell the Premier this fact be-
fore the election and befpre he made his
policy speech.

Mr. T. D. Evans: How can you say it
was a healthy situation?

Mr. COURT: We were not to blame,
because we told the present Government.
The simple fact remains that in the light
of the circumstances at the time the pre-
vious Budget was balanced when it was
brought down. Alsp, in the light of the
assistance that has been given by the Com-
monwealth Government, when it acknow-
ledged the changed circumstances so far
as wages were concerned, the present Gov-
ernment will finish with a deficit which is
much less worrying than the one expected.
It has been able to go ahead this year with
a much lower defleit.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition concedes the change in
circumstances,

Mr, COURT: The present Government
was in muech the same situation as the
Federal Treasurer. Before the Federal
Treasurer introduced his Budget—some
two months before, in fact—he told the
people of Australia of inflationary prob-
lems. Np-one disputed that statement. He
also said that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would have to take tough measures.
Everyone took his statements seriously.

Mr, J. T, Tonkin: You overlook one viial

difference; he had a surplus and we had
a deficit.

Mr. COURT: The Premier has come in
without hearing what I said previously.
The Federal Treasurer indicated that the
Budget would be tough and that the
Federal Government would have to tighten
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up. The people believed these statements
which became the theme throughout Aus-
tralia. Everyone was saying, “It will be a
tough Budget.”

This is a dangerous tactic whether it is
used by Federal or State Treasurers, and
it is outmecded. If they preach this sort
of thing, it is only natural and proper, I
suppose, for the people to take them
seriously. People repeat the message over
and over again and the tightening-up pro-
cesses begin. When the Federal Budget
came down it was nowhere near as tight
as people were led to believe it would be,

We had a similar situation in Western
Australia because the Premier was saying
that the Government was faced with
serigus problems; things would be tough;
there would be huge cuts; and there would
be a deficit of $30,000,000. No-one in his
right mind would admit that Western Aus-
tralia could tolerate a deficit of $30,000,000,
because since Western Australla is not a
claimant State the money would have to
come out of something we could ill-afford
to lose; namely, loan funds. Whether it
were funded immediately or on a delayed
basis, socner or later someone would have
to pick up the chit. Unless the Govern-
ment were to have a lucky break in the
subsequent year, the money would have to
come out of loan funds.

People in Western Australia started to
re-echo the Premier on the budgetary posi-
tion. We know what the answer was. As
a result of the assistance the Premier re-
ceived when he went to the Federal Gov-
ernment with other Premiers he did not
have to bring down a Budget anything like
that foreshadowed.

I come back to my point: I believe too
little work is done by members of Par-
liament on the Auditor-General's report
which is a most comprehensive document.
I am not suggesting every word, phrase,
and figure should he studied, but it helps
considerably if members who are interested
in particular departments study in detail
the report of the Auditer-General ont those
departments.

The comments the Auditor-General
makes on the opening pages are, I believe,
testimony to the stability of the financial
position that was handed over to the
present Government by the Brand Ad-
ministration.

I wish to say a few words on the
economy, because the Budget debate is an
appropriate time to do so. We have all
realised a shakeout has occurred in the
world financial situation. We knew it was
only a matter of time before the Americans
would have to say to the world, “We have
to put our own house in order. We have
carried too many people for too long and,
therefore, we must have a conference.”
There is no round table-type conference
practicable in this sort of atmosphere. An
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Administration, such as the Nixon Ad-
ministration, had to make a fairly bold
and rugged decision to pull everyone up
with a jerk. We all know the action the
Nixon Administration took in respect of
the freezing of wages and prices, imports,
and currency generally. Reaction through-
out the worid was as we expected it would
be: everyone squealed hlue murder,

Ironically the two countries which were
annihilated during the war finished up
with the strongest currencies. There is
a good reason for this, First of all, they
were given tremendous assistance after the
war by the bold, humanitarian, and
generous gestures on the part of the Ameri-
cans. On top of that the natlons were
dedicated and disciplined; they set about
their task of rehabilitation in a way which
was creditable to them. We do not deny
the merit of the performance in West Ger-
many and Jspan.

Mr. Graharm: The same thing happened
after World War I when Germany was
defeated, Subsequently it moved to =
position of tremendous economic strength,

Mr. COURT: That is so, but at that
time it was not given anything like the
assistance, technically or monetarily,
%I&at it was given after the last World

ar,

Mr. Graham: Apparently to be defeated
cn the battlefield is a stimulant.

Mr. COURT: South Africa is a case in
point. When the world was harshest upon
South Africa, it did its very hest. The
South Africans had their backs against
the wall,

In Australia we have not been in this
situation since the depression. When
economic circumstances were guite devas-
tating many of the finer attributes came
to the fore. We pulled ourselves up as &
nation and, through tremendous seli-help
and denial in a way which must surely be
written up as an epic feat for a poor
nation with a handful of people, grew from
strength to strength. We did this without
the assistance of other nations.

Mr. Graham: The bposition was com-
parable in so far as suflfering was con-
cerned,

Mr, COURT': I hope it will never happen
again. It is in difficult times of privation
that we see the finest characteristics of a
nation develop. We have not heen de-
feated on the battlefield in the true sense
of the word. Heaven forbid that we
should go through that trial to bring out
the best in Australia as a nation. We have
been fortunate In that we have done our
warring in other people’s backyards. It
has net been a bad policy of defending the
nation.

Mr. Graham: Don't get me going on
Vietnam, for heaven’s sake.
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Mr. COURT: It is too late when the
war is in our country. This is the basic
difference petween the belief of the Liberal
Party and members on the other side of
tlie House.

Mr. Graham: As long as the United
States gets out of Vietnam.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier would
not be sleeping well at night had Sukarne
remajned in Indonesia.

Mr. Graham: We did not send troops to
Indonesia.

Mr. COURT: Mr. Speaker, if I am side-
tracked onto this, I will have some quite
strong comments to make. I say quite
categorically that if the Britlsh, Aus-
tralians, and others had not gone into
Malaysia against the terrorists—

Mr. Graham: You are moving around
a little, aren't you?

Mr. COURT: —and if the Americans,
Australians, and others had not gone into
South Korea and then South Vietnam,
we would not be enjoying the comfort we
enjoy today.

Mr. Graham: Events have proved you
were 100 per cent. wrong over Vietnam.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier would
not be sleeping as easy as he is now but for
our actions then.

Mr. Graham:; The whole of the world
is against Americe, and Australia on this
issue.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: I am very interested to
hear that the Deputy Premier is on the
side of the Viet Cong.

Mr. Graham: You put our troops in an
unenviable position.

Mr. COURT:; It is very interesting to
hear that the Deputy Premier is on the
side of the Viet Cong—the communists. It
is interesting to have 1t recorded. We can
sleep easily at night because of the Federal
Government’s action.

Mr. Graham: Don’t you think they are
sleeping easily in QGermany, France, and
the rest of the world? They d¢id not go
into Vietnam.

Mr. COURT: The problem is not{ in their
backyard. The basic philosophy is to keep
the war out of this country. The Labor
Party’s idea is to worry about it when it
comes to our country. It is then too late.

Mr. Graham: The great thing 13 that
they are gettlng out now. Even your
Federal lender goes along with this.

Mr. COURT: If I might return to the
question of the economy.
Mr. Graham: Yes, keep off Vietnam.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: It the Deputy Premier
wants to discuss Vietnam we can do it at
any time. On this side we know where we
are going.
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Mr. Graham: The Federal Government
entered this war when it did not know
where it was going. It has pulled out for
the same reason.

Mr. COURT: Why don’t you wave your
Viet Cong flag?

Mr. Graham: Blood at any price.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COURT: On this side of the House
we know where we stand.

Mr. O'Connor: At least we did not sup-
port the Viet Cong.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier over-
laoks the fact that his Federal leader has
committed himself to military assistance
to Indonesia if it is attacked. We were
discussing the economy and I want to get
back to it because it is pertinent to the
debate.

I do not think anyone in his right mind
would deny that America had to make a
decision. Indeed, some of us wondered
why it was not made seven years earlier,
However, when the decision was made it
was the duty of the rest of the world to
attempt to resolve the problem. I was
rather surprised that nations which had
benefited greatly by American expertise,
finance. and other assistance, were the
most reluctant to co-operate, They could
not be expected to revalue their currency
atb the drop of a hat, but I feel they could
have attended the conference table earlier,
and In a more generous way.

The Japanese have broken the ice and
I feel the proposition they have put for-
ward to revalue the yen is on the way to
finding a solution. I would not be sur-
prised if the problem 1s substantially re-
solved by March. It has to be resolved
quickly, despite the talk to the contrary,
as the whole stability and prosperity of the
world is involved. Now everyene is in-
volved we should obtain a quicker decision
than when only one or two countries were
suffering. People are selfish and it is
difficult to find someone altrufstic enough
to make a sacrifice to ald one or two.
However, when everyone is involved there
is & personal and vested interest to obtain
& quicker settlement.

We recently had a visit by a Japanese
banker. This gentleman, Mr. Sumio Hara,
the president of the Bank of Tokyo, was
reported in the Press on the 22nd Novem-
ber, 1971, under the heading “The worst is
to come.” He made certain ohservations
regarding the President Nixon decision
and made suggestions to solve the problem.
I believe that after this sorting-out takes
place and the ground rules are laid down
we will find a much quicker revival in
world economic aflairs than is predicted
by most people.

There is good reason for this view. Dur-
ing the period of uncertainty many peo-
ple have been living on accumulated stocks
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rather than buying. Many firms have been
holding back on expansion programmes
and generally there is an air of gloom and
indecision. Anything we, as a State Par-
liament, can do to help will restore con-
fidence and unleash some of the tremen-
dous resources of spending money latent
in Australia, and particularly in this State
of ours.

The query in everyone’s mind was
whether the Japanese economy would take
off again at the rate at which it was
moving prior te the cut-back scare. This
s0-called recession in Japan is not a re-
cession by our standards—it is a slowing
down of the growth rate. Japan still has
& 6 per cent, growth rate—about double
our own. It wants to get hack to an
optimum of 10 per cent. A little while
ago Japan's growth rate was 14.4 per
cent., which worried the economists. They
attempted to bring it back to 7 per cent.
but were caught up in the middle of this
President Nixon decision to slow things
down on a world basis until the American
crisis was sorted out.

I want to emphasise that, as soon as the
ground rules are worked out—and I do
not care how tough they are—some of the
big industrial and trading countries like
Japan and West Germany will be able to
adapt themselves to the new rules. This
would be difficult if it were to be done in
izolation, but it is to be done in a total
world context. For this reason I have
tremendous faith in the outcome once the
decision has been made. The sooner it
is made the better. Perhaps I could ex-
press it this way: if the economic hurdle
measured 4ft. 6in. in the past and the
Japanese and West Germans were jump-
ing that cleanly, and it is put up to six
feet, they will soon adapt to jumping this
cleanly also. These countries may noi
return to the excessive growth rate which
existed before the cut-back but it will be
strong.

I believe these countries will achieve
sensible growth rates and, what is more
important, with any luck the rest of the
world will go along with them. It will be
our fault if we do not participate in the
increased prosperity which will ocecur.

I wanit to move from that point to ah-
other peint; that is, the question of popu-
lation. I will make it quite clear where
I stand on the question of the population
of Australia. I am alarmed at some of
the co-called experts coming to this
country and tzlking in terms of population
programme cut-bhacks, and particularly
when they talk of cut-backs in our rate of
growth. If any country in the world
needs people it is Australia, and we must
increase our population by natural increase
and a migration programme. I am appalled
at the way people talk about cutting back
in those areas. The best citizens are the
ones we produce ourselves.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: Hear; hear!

Mr. COURT: Our growth rate in Aus-
tralia is not prodigious. I would be better
pleased if it were higher. It would cause us
a little concern to meet the educational
and hospital reguirements, but I believe
this is a small price to pay.

Mr. Rushton: Are you still helping?

Mr. COURT: I did my bit; I made my
tally.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This is the first time
I have seen the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition speechless.

Mr. COURT: I did reasonably well for
the nation with the number 1 produced.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Perhaps the wheel of
the wheelbarrow is still not broken,

Mr. COURT: We will not attempt to
prove it,

In a more serious vein, I believe some
people who are talking about cutting back
the natural increase in Australia are doing
this nation a tremendous disservice. It
is one thing to talk about a Dpopulation
explosion—and I know there is diabolical
suffering in some parts of Africa, India,
Pakistan, and some of the Asian countries
—but we cannot generalise on matters
such as this. Unfortunately, the people
who understand the jargon some experts
are using today are the people in the
better-educated countries like our own—
the very places where we do not need this
doctrine. People in this country have
enough good sense to realise the extent to
which the population growth can be raised
within the nation’s economic and physical
capacity. I hope there will soon be an end
to much of the nonsense heing talked
about this matter.

Efforts are being made at the moment
in many circles to cut back on migration.
I feel we are creating unemployment by
cutting back on migration.

Mr. Lapham: We scraped the barrel on
a lot of occasions.

Mr, COURT: I go along with the fact
we want guality rather than quantity.
There is something wrong with the system
if we are doing, as the honourable member
suggests, scraping the barrel. If the num-
ber of migrants is reduced because we are
more selective, I would not quarrel with
that. I believe seven good men are better
than 10 men for the sake of numbers;
that is, in the final productive perform-
ance, the harmony engendered by them,
and the overall economic cost to the
nation.

Instead of talking this nonsense about
over-population, we should be looking at
ways and means of creating a better
migration programme. We should try to
obtain better migrants and learn how to
absorb them into our community. The
pressure from some economists to cut
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back in our migration programme is mis-
applied. This morning we read that the
Boilermakers and Blacksmiths’ Society of
Australia is campaigning about migration.
This union has done more to bring ahout
some of our economic problems in the
State than most other people. If we have
more migrants coming here we need more
housing, food, clothing, and material.
Apart from their needs, migrants make
a contribution to our economy.

An economist told us that the migra-
tion scheme cost $1,400,000,000 a year,
and for some extraordinary reason this had
a magical effect. One of our leading
economists from the University of Western
Australia gave the lie to this on television
in the clearest terms. He is a professional
economist of international and local stand-
ing. However, his arguments did not get
to_ﬁrst base because somebody had made
t.!us erroneous statement. When the posi-
tion is analysed it is clear that migrants
pave assisted our economy.

I suggest we look at this in a serious
way and not become zlarmed by the state
of the eccnomy and the unemployment
situation, When we look at it construct-
ively we discover that we need more
people of the right type to develop our
industry and our country. This would
place a demand on the building industry.

I am amazed that the leader of the
band in this particular movement to cut
down our migration programme is sub-
stantially the labour union movement. If
somebody in a union leadership position
stopped to think for a while he would re-
verse this policy. The building industry
would seem the one with most to zain from
migrants. I hope that wiser counsel will
prevail,

Before I conclude I wish to deal very
briefly with the question of the Ord River.
I hope the Government is able to proceed
with the plans which are currently under
consideration. I believe it will be necessary
for us to rewrite the Land Act to some
extent in regard to pastoral leases in the
Kimberley region. A lot of the woolly
thinking in Australia seems to be against
overseas interests and investment in this
country. If we are able to change some of
the conditions under which people have
access to pastoral properties in conjunc-
tion with irrigable land, we will have a
dramatic change in the development of
the Ord. The main dam is almost immedi-
ately coming into operation and it looks
ltke a good wet season. We should not
listen to the few sceptics—we should
approach this in an aggressive way. I
have never lost my faith in the scheme.
I hope we do not shirk this venture
because it is not as profitable or as quick
as mineral development. The fruits of this
scheme will be there for a very long time
and probhably its greatest potential will be
reached when most of us are no longer on
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this earth. It is a responsibility we must
face up to; we must{ use some of the money
we are getting from the development of
minerals on this scheme.

Mr. H. D, Evans: We put a fair bit
into the Ord.

Mr, COURT: I know, but the Minister
should look at the land leases and the
conditions under which land can be de-
veloped. Restrictive thinking should be
stopped. For too long we have been
frightened to disturb the limil on acreage
of the leases in the hands of one owner,
My main concern is: what has the
person done with the land he has? T do
not worry about how much land he has,
but what use he makes of it. He should
develop the land in accordance with an
agreement, No-one can take his land with
him. It cannot be taken from one State
to another, or from one country to
another. It is a development for us!

My final comments will be on a rather
contentious subject. I wish to broach it
now because I believe we do not talk
about it enough. I refer to the question
of the future of South Africa. Too few
people have been there. I believe that if
more Australians visited South Africa and
Rhodesia they would obtain a better
understanding of what the future holds
for those countries, and for us. Those of
us who have heen there several fimes
know the peculiarities and the similarities
in thelr climate, soils, development prob-
lems, and ambitions, If we could forget the
black and white situation for a while we
could obtain an entirely different concept
of where South Africa is heading and what
it means to us.

We are one of three great continenis in
the southern hemisphere—the South
Amerlcas, Australia, and the Africas.
These continents all have the same things
in common. Each has a vast quantity of
raw materials. The South Americas and
the Africas are densely populated, al-
though we are not; but in other respects
we have many common aspirations. I
think Western Australians in particular
would learn a great deal by visiting South
Africa, forgetting their prejudice for a
moment and also leaving aside the black-
white issue. The nature of the terrain in
that country is similar to ours; so also is
the climate and the gecgraphic situation.
Both countries are dependent on exports.
This gives us many things in common,
whether we are talking in terms of agri-
culture, mining, fishing, secondary indust-
ries, tertiary industries, or tfechnical re-
search. South Africa has another factor
from which we could learn; that is the
way in which coloureds and Bantu people
are handled. By world standards the
trouble we get into in trying to handle our
own few natives is just toco ridiculous. One
appreciates this when one understands
the great problems with which South
Africa has to deal. In that country there
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is a great ratio of black people against the
white people as far as numbers are con-
cerned.

It would do some of us good to study
what South Africa has done with its Bantu
and coloureds. It is necessary for us to
forget about the separate development
philosophy for a while and to look at
what that country has done in matters of
education, health, and social conditions, I
want to make an appeal to some people
in Australia first of all to look at this
problem objectively and fairly, and to
acknowledge that somewhere along the line
South Africa one day might have a tre-
mendous value to us; there will be a tre-
mendous interrelationship of interests.
The fact is that from the point of view of
defence and shipping South Africa is vital
to our own future.

Just imagine what would have happened
had South Africa not adopted a sensible
attitude when the Suez Canal was closed.
Imagine what could have happened had
South Africa said, “Take your ships some-
where else.” I think many Australians do
not realise the progress that has been made
in South Africa in endeavouring to work
sensibly towards a breaking down of the
problems of that country.

I believe history will record Mr. Vorster
as a man who has made more progress in
a sensible way in an effort to break down
this very serious problem than any man
who has ever lived. I believe he deserves
encouragement in his work instead of being
kicked to death every time he does some-
thing. He is in a f{crribly diffieult situation.
Let us put ourselves in Mr. Gilligan's place.
His people live in an atmosphere which
has a preponderance of black people, and
he must preserve the security of the white
People as well as the black people.

Mr. Jamieson: Why?

Mr. COURT: Because they happen to be
there and they have a right to be there.
They were there before the Bantu people.

Mry. Jamieson: They were not there be-
fore a lot of the other people.

Mr. COURT: They were there before
everybody apart from the Hottentots and
a few others on the Cape side. However,
people generally do not realise this. The
whole philosophy of the South African
Government is to provide places where the
Bantu can live as they want to. They are
being given self-government, and the
Transkei is a particular example,

Mr. Jamieson: They took you on a very
rosy tour.

Mr. COURT: It is to our discredit that
we do not acknowledge the progress which
is being made in South Africa. The Min-
ister for Works has one of the most astute
political minds in this Parliament, and he
knows there are some political realities
which canngt be excluded. He knows that
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if Mr. Vorster moves too quickly he will
not remain the Prime Minister for very
long because he belongs to a party which
is just as tough as that to which the Min-
ister belongs.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you think General
Smuts’ policy was quite wrong? What was
wrong with it?

Mr. COURT: I do not know when the
Minister was last in South Africa, bqt if
he visited it now he would be surprised.

Mr. Jamieson: What about General
Smuts’ policy? Was it unrealistic?

Mr. COURT: If the Minister wishes to
express his ideas on South Africa let him
stand up and do so later. I have limited
time at my disposal. Mr. Vorster has made
more progress than people realise. I hap-
pened to be in Cape Town when Chief
Jonathan came down from Lesotho. I was
quite surprised to see him: he is as black
as black. When the peopie of Lesotho were
granted independence they had the good
sense to realise that they could not survive
without help because their country was
poor. Chief Jonathan sent an S.0.8. to
Mr. Vorster asking for help, and Mr. Vor-
ster agreed to talks. So history was made
when Chief Jonathan came to Cape Town
and was received with full honours.

I happened to be staying in the hotel
at which Chief Jonathan was received and
I found it to be a moving experience. He
was certainly the blackest man I have ever
seen; one could almost swear that he was
polished with nugget. I was there when
he was brought in by the Prime Minister,
and he was treated with a proper, dignified
air. Chief Jonathan asked not for gifts,
but for help to develop his couniry, and
Mr. Vorster gave him his best adviser to
return to Lesotho with him in order to
help his country., This was not done on
a hand-out basis, because Chief Jonathan
is a biz enough man not to want that.

I met Chief Jonathan—as did Sir David
—on his way to Singapore and we dis-
cussed this gquestion with him. He said
publicly that his country would not
embrace the policies of South Africa. He
said in fact that he detested them. How-
ever, he said, “But we still have to live in
this country, and we can help them and
they can help us.”

What has happened since? We now
have these so-called hlack couniries—I
feel that is a shocking way to describe
them; I detest the word black in that
context—of Malawi, Lesotho, Botswana,
and Malagasy which are all independent
countries and they have established
strong trading ties. They all detest
the South African policy, but they have
enough sense to realise that all countries
detest certain things in other countries.
In fact, a Bantu is safer in South Africa
than in one of the other countries; what
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impresses one most in South Africa is the
peaceful nature of the people. One does
not get an impression of oppression or sup-
pression, and I sometimes wonder just
where our country is going in respect of its
attitude to South Africa.

I would like to invite the attention of
members to the publications which come
from South Africa, to give point to what
I am saying. We have had an historical
occasion inasmuch as the Malawi are now
represented by an ambassador in South
Africa. A black man was sent from
Malawi to South Africa as an ambassador,
and he was received with full honour.
He does everything in a full diplomatic
manner. Surely this is a breakthrough.

Recently an international fair was held
in South Africa, and what did we find?
The stand whichh won the prize for the
best exhibit was not from Germany, Aus-
tria, Japan, or Britain; it was from
n’{alaxlsi. That country prepared a mag-
nificent pavilion. This is reported in the
June 1871 issue of South African Pano-
rama which is available to members in
the Parliament House library. A further
sign of progress is reported in the same
issue under a large picture of a joint
session of the South African Parliament
on the historic oceasion of the amendment
of the South African Constitution in re-
spect of languages. Under the original
Constitution only two languages were
allowed—Afrikaans and English. ‘Those
languages had parity; they had equal legal
standing, and that, of course, accounts for
the fact that the majority of South Afri-
cans are for all practical purposes bhi-
lingual in their own country.

This raised a problem in respect of the
indesendent State of Transkei because the
Bantu people speak thelr own languages
and under the Constifution this was not
an official language in which business
could be undertaken in the normal, official
way. So we had an historic occasion when
both Houses of Parliament met and
amended the Constitution. It required
a two-thirds majority to alter the Consti-
tution, but it was done and Bantu langu-
ages are now legal in these areas. All these
events have taken place within the last five
or six years and to my mind they are
tremendous pointers to the things which
could happen in the future.

It is very interesting to follow through
the relationship between Basotho, Bots-
wana, Lesotho, Malagasy, the Transkel,
and other countries. I think there are six
black-—and once again I detest that word—
countries which enjoy virtually normal
relations with South Africa.

I think the historic event next in im-
portance to the visit of Chief Jonathan to
Cape Town in January, 1967, was the
recent visit to South Africa of the Presi-
dent of Malawi, Dr. Banda. To Iy nind
the pictorial and other reports of his visit
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are most moving. I believe the comments
he made when he was in South Africa
have a message for all of us.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin) : The honourable member has five
more. minutes,

Mr. COURT: Thank you, Mr. Acting
Speaker. He said, "I came to build bridees
between people.” Some of the other com-
ments he made in the course of his re-
marks are even more pertinent. Perhaps I
can fit in a few in the few minutes I have
left. I quote now the comments of Dr.
Banda, President of Malawi, when he
visited South Africa, so do not let mem-
bers suggest that this report has been doc-
tored. When speaking at the Stellenbosch
University, he said—

I reject the idea of force.
the idea of isolation.

He went on to say that—

In the days of his grandfather, the
gulf between Africans and Arabs had
seemed (o be unbridgeahle. Yet
within his own lifetime reconciliation
had been achieved to such an extent
that the late President Nasser, of
Eeypt, had embraced him as & brother.
He hated to think what his grand-
father would have thought of such an
action.

He went on to explain the significance of
his visit to South Africa, He was making
the polnt that there was once greater
conflict between his country and the
Arabs than there was between his country
and South Africa. He weas endeavouring
to bridge the pap when he said, “I came
to build bridges between people.”” When
proposing a toast, he also said—

The principle of dialogue—in its
special African context—has become
very much an issue of late. As we
have often declared, South Africa is
willing to talk to any state on an equal
footing.

He went on to say—

Recently the leaders of a number of
African states have publicly advocated
dialogue with the Republic as a better
method of resalving differences than
the use of violence or boyvcotts. We
are glad of this new development and
shall be happy to respond to it.

I will guote yet another comment made
by Dr. Banda which is pertinent to the
earlier interjection of the Minister for
Works. He said—

White people have a right to be in
Africa and to call themselves Africans.

He also said—

Many South Africans who had fled
their country could be regarded as
“professional refugees.” Many had
been away from the Republic for 10 to
15 years, and knew nothing of present

I reject
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conditions, yet petsisted in telling lies
in order to get funds from the African
“Liberation Movement.”

Those comments did not come from a
South African: they came from the black
President of the Malawi Republic,

In view of the tremendous similarity be-
tween our topography, climate, ambitions,
agriculture, secondary industry, fishing,
forestry, and all of these things which are
S0 pertinent in research and in the care
of the Bantu and the coloureds, we in
Western Australia in partieular should
encourage people to see those things in
that country. We need not embrace their
philosophy, but we can look at what they
are doing.

Might I say finally that people are able
to see things in South Africa which have
been achieved in a decade, but which
would not have been achieved for 50 vears
had that country not been challenged by
the worid. They were threatened with
isalation and they had to face up io a
number of issues in industry and on the
technical side for their self-preservation
and independence. What has happened in
industry and commerce in that country is
a revelation.

I hope that at the appropriate time
both the Premier and the Minister for
Development will take the opportunity to
visit South Africa, and particularly inspect
the magnificent development organisation
that has been built through sheer necessity
when the Scuth Africans had their vacks
to the wall

Mr. T, D. Evans: Can vou indicate whe-
ther these tendencies were also manifest in
Rhoedesia in recent years?

Mr. COURT: The tragedy that befell
Rhodesia was that it had a break with
Britain, when it really needed to be under
the care of Britain. One will find that in
Rhodesia this challenge has achieved won-
ders.

It is true the economy of that country
is not as buoyvant as it would have been
had Rhodesia remained in the British
Commonwealth of Nations and uhder the
wing of Britain; but the fact is it has
survived when I do not think one ocut of
10 diplomats at the United Nations would
have given it & chance of survival with
the world against this tiny country which
has a handful of some 250,000 white
people.

The short answer to the question of the
Minister for Education is that Rhodesia
has attempted and achieved things,
because of its isolation and the faet that
it had its back to the wall, Rhodesia has
one advantage; it has two friendly neigh-
bours in South Africa and Mezambique.
That is why Rhodesia has survived. With-
out those two friendly neighbours there is
a doubt that it would have survived.

869

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): The honourable member’s time
has expired.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—Minis-
ter for Education) [5.17 pm.]: This is a
copy of the financial statement which I
had the honour to present to this House
ont the 16th September last. A great deal
of time has, in faet, expired since the
Budget was introduced. It is now my
privilege to reply to the debate. I have
to admit that paying full deference to all
speakers who have contributed to the
debate, and having full regard for all the
contents of the debate as it afTected the
Budget, I can with complete justification
deliver my reply to the debate in ahout
five minutes.

The Budget, when introduced, was the
subject of a censure motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition very shortly
after its inircduction. Some weeks have
passed, and if all the dire things that were
then said about the Budget had come to
pass or had been put into operation, so
that the effects would now be manifest,
I would expect this debate to be still con-
tinuing; whereas we have had some very
interesting contributions which reminded
me of the passage from Lewis Cairoll’s
book: The time has come, the walrus said,
to speak of many things. Those things
range from shees and ships. However,
little was said about the Budget itself.

I was glad to hear the comments of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposttion in respect
of the Ord River. Af great length, with
some passion and feeling, and no doubt
with some understanding, he commented
on the South African question and I was
interested to hear those comments.

I was also interested in the comments
of the Deputy Leader of the Country Party
who spoke with some feeling and =zome
understanding on the subject of education;
and of the member for Moore also spoke
on this topic with a great degree of sym-
pathy, as he nermally displays on any
debate on education.

Apart from a few fleeting comments
made by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Mt. Lawley, very
little was said about the Budget itself. A
budget is defined as being a series of
statistics, facts, and figures, introduced
for the purpose of looking for an argu-
ment; but in this case very little argu-
ment was adduced.

I {eel I would he failing in my reply if
I did not reiterate very briefly the phil-
osophy that underlines the foundation and
the presentation of this PBudget. It has
been said—snd this is correct—the
plain fact was that this year there has
been a substantial lift in both revenue
and expenditure. Expenditure proposals
for 1971-72 show that there is an increased
expenditure of $56,300,000.
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Paradoxically, as I said on the 16th
September, it is a year when the Govern-
ment has had to be most selective in pro-
viding for improved standards of services.
This large increase in expenditure is
necessary merely to prevent any deter-
ioration in the general standard of Gov-
ernment services, to provide for some
advance in the field of education, and to
assist others who are in an even more
difficult position than ourselves.

Let us look at some of the items which
went to make up for this increased ex-
penditure. The {ull year ecost in 1971-72
of wage and salary increases granted
during last financial year will add a
further §$15,600,000 {o expenditure in
1971-72.

Mr. McPharlin: Does that include the
increase in the teachers’ salaries.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: In addition, award
increases granted since the 30th June up
to the time when the Budget was intro-
duced on the 16th September added an
ﬁnic]lira $2,600,000 to the wages and salaries

In this particular year there is an extra
pay period, and this will result in a further
$2,600,000 being reguired to meet this
situation. Because of the impact of the
PFederal Budget—which augmented allow-
ances payahle to deserted wives—the
State was required to maintain its stand-
ard of service which was complementary
to the Commonwealth assistance granted.
We had fo find an extra $1,700,000 this
year for this purpose. Last, but certainly
not the least of any of consequence, our
servicing of debt amounted to an increase
of $6,800,000 on interest and sinking fund
contributions.

The Budget has been criticised as being
discriminatory, but I cannot recall anyone
sugegesting on which alternative section of
the community the burden should be
placed. I think it must be recognised that
the Government was faced with a situation
where it had to raise extra revenue, be-
cause of the situation I have outlined, or
condone a diminution in Government ser-
vices. I do not think any member in this
House would approve of any diminution,
No-one has been able to indicate an
alternative section of the community on
which added burdens could be placed.

Mr. McPharlin: The pay-roll tax has
been given to you. What amount will this
bring in?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The amount was
indicated when the pay-roll tax legislation
was before the House, and the answer to
the question will be found in Hansard., I
shall not weary the House any longer. I
thank members who have contributed to
the debate.

Before concluding I would like to show
briefly that from a forecast made it may
well be said the economic sky of Western
Australia is still generally clear. There
are some black clouds, but they have a

[COUNCIL.]

habit of rolling away. I feel the Common-
wealth Government has seen the error of
its ways. The Budget it introduced in
August was clearly ill-conceived, and it
was made on a wrong diagnosis. This
Budget, based on a wrong diagnosis, was
presented to cure an inflationary process
which was said to exist. Since then the
Commonwealth has seen the error of its
ways.
Mr, Court; Be fair!

Mr. T. D. EVANS: By restoring con-
fidence, and by unlocking large sums of
money which are now deposited in savings
hanks, at the Christmas period we hape to
be able to inject some of that money into
the community, and so restore confidence
and roil the dark clouds away.

I have had the honour of being a mem-
ber of a team which introduced this Budget
and I had the privilege of delivering it. I
enjoyed the opportunity to defend it, buk
there was really no great need for defence.
I also share the responsibility of giving
effect to it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Bateman} in the Chair; Mr, T. D. Evans
(L']I]inister for Education) in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I will now move to
the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
ture. For the benefit of new members I
refer them to the hrochure which has been
distributed to members. This relafes to
the financial procedure applying to Appro-
priation Bills. If members have any diffi-
culties they will easily resolve them by
referring to the brochure,

Part I: Parliament—

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. Harman.

House adjourned at 531 pm.

Legislatine Tmumril

Tuesday, the Tth December, 1971

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.n., and read
prayers.

BILLS (4): ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. Companies Act Amendment Bill.

2. Bills of Sale Act Amendment Bill.
3. Traffic Act Amendment Bill,

4. Traffic Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).



